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Russia begins drills near Ukrainian border 


Ukraine launches anti- 
terrorist campaign 


(RFE/RL)}—Russia says it has 
launched new military drills near 
the Ukrainian border in response to 
Ukrainian action against pro-Rus- 
sian separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

The announcement by the Rus- 
sian defense minister came shortly 
after President Vladimir Putin de- 
cried what he described as Kyiv’s 
“punitive operation,’ and warned 
of unspecified consequences. 

Ukraine’s military earlier on 
April 24 launched an assault on a 
rebel-held town in eastern Ukraine. 

The Interior Ministry said “up to 
five terrorists” were killed in clash- 
es near the town of Slovyansk. 

In Moscow, Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu said Russia was 
forced launch military drills in 
response to mounting unrest in 
Ukraine, as well as NATO exercis- 
es in Poland and the Baltic states. 

Shoigu alleged more than 11,000 
Ukzainian troops, as well as tanks, 
armored vehicles, and aircraft, 
were taking part in a military oper- 
ation against civilians in Ukraine’s 
mostly Russian-speaking south- 
east. 
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Since February, when pro-Rus- 
sian Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych was forced out of of- 
fice, Russia has had thousands of 
troops stationed close to its border 
with Ukraine. Western officials 
have said as many as 40,000 Rus- 
sian troops are deployed near the 
border. 

Russia denies Ukrainian and 
Western allegations that it has sent 
agents into Ukraine to stir up sep- 
aratist unrest. But Putin has said 
Russia has the “right” to intervene 
in Ukraine to protect ethnic Rus- 
sians there. 

Putin said April 24 that the offen- 
sive launched by Kyiv’s authorities 
in the east constitutes a “serious 
crime against their own people.” 

Russia has called on the United 
States to use its influence to re- 
strain Ukraine’s security forces 
and pressure Kyiv to implement 
an international agreement on de- 
escalation in Ukzaine. 

Washington has warned that fur- 
ther sanctions could be imposed 
on Russia if Moscow does not 
soon start forcing pro-Russian sep- 
aratists in Ukraine to disarm and 
evacuate public buildings, as called 
for in the Geneva agreement. 

U.S. President Barack Obama 
— speaking on a visit to Japan on 
April 24 — accused Moscow of 
failing to live up to “the spirit or 
the letter” of the agreement. 

The deal was signed April 17 by 
Ukraine, Russia, the United States, 
and the European Union. 

NATO the previous week an- 
nounced it was boosting its 
ground, sea, and air forces in 
eastern members of the alliance 
to respond to what Western of- 
ficials describe as Russia’s inter- 
ference in Ukraine. 

The United States, which has 
already sent fighter jets to Poland, 
has announced it is sending 600 
troops to Poland and the Baltic 
states to participate in military ex- 
ercise. On April 23, 150 U.S. para- 
troopers arrived in Poland. 

Ukzaine’s acting President Olek- 
sandr Turchynov called for the re- 
launch of an “antiterrorist” oper- 
ation against pro-Russian rebels 
in eastern Ukraine, April 22, citing 
the death of a politician from his 
party in the region. 

Turchynov said in a statement 
that two “brutally tortured” bodies 
were found near the rebel-held city 
of Slovyansk. 

One was that of Volodymyr Ry- 


operation continuing to clear pro-Russian separatists. 


bak, a member of Turchynov’s Bat- 
kivshchyna (Fatherland) party. The 
president said Rybak had recently 
been abducted by “terrorists.” 

Turchynov said, “These crimes 
are being carried out with the full 
support and indulgence” of Russia. 

In his statement, Turchynov said, 
ЧТ call on the security agencies to 
re-launch and carry out effective 
antiterrorist measures, with the aim 
of protecting Ukrainian citizens in 
the east from terrorism.” 


Donetsk regional police said 
the body of a man who died a 
violent death had been found 
and that it resembled that of 
Rybak, a local councillor in the 
town of Horlivka, near Donetsk. 
Police said formal identification 
would require further work. 

Ukrainian media said Rybak 
was abducted in Horlivka the 
previous week. 

Turchynov’s announcement 
marks the second time that an 


“antiterrorist” operation has been 
launched in the east. 

Ukraine’s_ security forces an- 
nounced ап “antiterrorist’” operation 
in the region on April 15. But it ap- 
peared to have limited effectiveness, 
and pro-Russian separatists remained 
in control of around 10 towns in the 
mainly Russian-speaking east. 

Authorities officially suspended the 
military operation for the Easter holi- 
day, in what was described as a good- 
will gesture. 


Maidan in Calgary 


Calgary's Ukrainian community celebrated the 200th anniversary of the birth of Taras Shevchenko with an 
emotional concert organized by the Calgary Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on March 9. For 
the grand finale, the youth and parents from the Ukrainian Youth Association CYM Calgary came on stage 
waving Ukrainian Flags and singing the contemporary rap version of Roman Polikrovskiy 5, Shche ne Vmerla, 
Ukraina, For more see Page І of this issue. 
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Винагороди Коломойського: удар 
по сепаратизму і по Ахметову? 


Юлія Рацибарська, Радіо Свобода 

Голова Дніпропетровської облдержадміністрації, 
український мільярдер Ігор Коломойський надає 
фінансову допомогу в боротьбі з сепаратизмом 
на Сході України. Через людей зі свого оточення 
бізнесмен оголосив про безпрецедентні винагороди 
за затриманих «зелених чоловічків», вилучену в них 
зброю та звільнення адмінбудівель. В оцінках дій 
Коломойського українські експерти неоднозначні: 
одні вважають, що мільярдер дав «під дих» іншому 
відомому бізнесменові Рінатові Ахметову, позиція 
якого менш активна. Інші впевнені: те, що бізнесмени 
беруться опікуватись безпекою громадян, свідчить 
про недієздатність держави. 

10 тисяч доларів США - за одного спійманого 
диверсанта. За кожен повернутий автомат 1000 
доларів, кулемет — 1500 доларів, гранатомет — 
2000 доларів. А за звільнену від сепаратистів 
адміністративну будівлю виплачується гонорар у 
розмірі 200 тисяч доларів. Про призначені винаго- 
роди тим, хто активно протидіятиме сепаратистам, 
голова Дніпропетровської облдержадміністрації 
Ігор Коломойський оголосив через людей зі свого 
оточення. Затриманих сепаратистів просять привоз- 
ити на блокпости на межі між Дніпропетровською 
та Донецькою областями, гроші обіцяють виплачу- 
вати тільки тим, хто матиме серйозні докази щодо 
затриманих. 

Окрім щедрих винагород за диверсантів та їхню 
зброю, Коломойський також виділив півмільйона 
гривень підтримки українським воякам, які 
відбили атаку сепаратистів під Маріуполем. 

Під егідою бізнесмена та людей з його оточення 
на Дніпропетровщині наразі облаштовують блок- 
пости, формується полк національного захисту 
області «Дніпро». Командир полку Юрій Береза 
каже: формування покликане гарантувати безпеку. 

«Відповідально заявляю, що ми готові гаранту- 
вати безпеку всім російськомовним громадянам 
сходу України», - зазначає Юрій Береза. 

На своїй сторінці у Facebook журналіст Мустафа 
Найєм висловив думку про те, що нинішня позиція 
Коломойського відповідає вимогам воєнного 
часу, а його пропозиції про винагородження за 
диверсантів - це «сильний удар під дих» іншому 
українському мільярдерові Рінату Ахметову. 

«Пор Коломойський - якими б не були його 
мотиви — повернувся на батьківщину, очолив об- 
ласть, послав Путіна і «ввічливо допоміг» усім 
буйним забути про дніпропетровський сепаратизм. 
Рінат Ахметов вчинив інакше: пішов у внутрішню 
еміграцію, відмовився очолити рідну область і зга- 
дав про реальність тільки після переговорів із се- 
паратистами», - зазначає Найєм. 


Між тим дніпропетровські аналітики висловлю- 
ють свої думки щодо дій Коломойського. 

Завдяки активній позиції дніпропетровської 
влади шанси на повторення в області «до- 
нецького сценарію» невеликі, вважає місцевий 
політолог Віктор Пащенко. Він упевнений: у 
Дніпропетровську є достатньо проросійськи на- 
лаштованих радикалів, які здатні до захоплення 
адміністративних будівель та інших активних дій, 
однак, не відчуваючи підтримки основної маси на- 
селення, вони навряд чи наважаться. 

«Сепаратисти в Дніпропетровську — в меншості, 
і вони чудово розуміють, що загальна маса насе- 
лення області налаштована дещо не так. Органи 
влади достатньо консолідовані і зробили багато 
упереджувальних дій, завдяки яким завершилася 
«кадрова чехарда», громадськість та органи влади 
мобілізовані. Більш-менш стабільна робота право- 
охоронних органів. Сепаратизм можливий тільки 
ззовні. Кінцевий підсумок сепаратизму - я маю 
на увазі зміну статусу області - в нашій області 
малоймовірний», - зазначає Віктор Пащенко. 

Експерт відзначає також дещо інший політико- 
економічний клімат Дніпропетровщини в 
порівнянні з Донеччиною: хоч придніпровський 
регіон і називають «батьківщиною олігархів», та 
малий і середній бізнес тут почуваються вільніше, 
відтак є більше людей з активною громадянською 
позицією, готових протидіяти сепаратизму. 

Тим часом інший дніпропетровський політолог 
Андрій Золотарьов наголошує: те, що бізнесмени 
беруться опікуватись безпекою громадян, свідчить 
про слабкість держави. Ще сигнал, що події 
відбуваються поза правовим полем, упевнений 30- 
лотарьов. 

«У державі все повинно бути по закону і 
монополією на насильство володіє лише держава. 
Ідея сама по собі досить ефективна і Коломойський 
як менеджер, як стратег - людина дуже ефектив- 
на, але ніхто не говорить про те, що фактично це 
може бути лише екстраординарним інструментом. 
У «сухому залишку» - те, що держава виявляється 
недієздатною. Ми повертаємось в епоху отаманів. 
Це 1918-20 роки в Україні. Інша ремінісценція 
- це часи підкорення Дикого Заходу, коли були 
«мисливці за головами», у багатьох вестернах це 
показують: коли не було законів, ловили злочинців, 
відбувались суди Лінча, місцеві громади фактично 
брали на себе судочинство і з'ясування стосунків 
з асоціальними елементами», - сказав у коментарі 
Радіо Свобода Андрій Золотарьов. 

Тим часом у мережі інтернет вже з'явились 
пародійні ролики та фотожаби, які іронізують 
щодо «гонорарів за боротьбу з сепаратизмом». 


За затриманих 


8 сепаратистів 


вже виплачені гроші 


(Радіо Свобода) -На Дніпропетровщині вже ви- 
платили гроші за затримання вісьмох сепаратистів, 
по 10 тисяч доларів США за кожного - інформацію 
про це підтвердив в понеділок Радіо Свобода за- 
ступник начальника штабу національного захисту 
Дніпропетровської області Михайло Лисенко. 

За його даними, всього на блокпости в області 
наразі доправлено 11 підозрюваних у сепаратизмі: 
шестеро затримані на території Донецької області, 
четверо - Луганської, один - Харківської. Як уточ- 
нив Лисенко, всі вони є громадянами Росії. 

Як поінформував заступник начальника штабу 
національного захисту області, в ході перевірки 
даних про затриманих викрили спробу шахрай- 
ства: під виглядом «диверсанта» люди намагались 
здати на блокпост за гроші свого знайомого, гро- 


мадянина Росії, який не має ніякого стосунку до 
сепаратистів. 

Інформація 
перевіряється. 

Водночас, як повідомив Михайло Лисенко, да- 
них про виплати за здану зброю поки немає. 

17 квітня | керівництво | Дніпропетровської 
облдержадміністрації і штабу національного за- 
хисту регіону заявило, що пропонує винагороди за 
затримання диверсантів та звільнення захоплених 
проросійськими силами адміністративних будівель. 
За затримання «зеленого чоловічка» та видачу його 
патрульним обіцяли 10 тисяч доларів США, за кожну 
здану одиницю стрілецької зброї - від 1 до 2 тисяч 
доларів США, за кожну визволену адміністративну 
будівлю - 200 тисяч доларів США. 


щодо We кількох затриманих 


Ахметов вирішив підтримати єдність України 


(Українська правда) - Нардеп від Партії регіонів, 
олігарх Рінат Ахметов вирішив підтримати єдність 
України. 

Про це повідомляє Тиждень.ца з посиланням на 
власні джерела. 

Згідно з повідомленням, 18 квітня Ахметов 
провів нараду зі своїми соратниками, під час 
якої і було прийнято рішення щодо підтримки 
територіальної цілісності України. 

Разом з тим джерела не уточнили, коли саме Ах- 
метов може виступити із відповідною заявою. 

Раніше у ЗМІ неодноразово лунали припущення, 


що сепаратистські акції у Донецьку та Лугансь- 
ку відбуваються не за прямої підтримки Росії, а за 
сприяння Ріната Ахметова та лідера фракції ПР 
Олександра Єфремова. 

Разом з тим сам Ахметов заявляв, що "єдина 
зброя - це стіл переговорів". 

"Криза посилюється, захоплюються адмінбудівлі, 
захоплюється зброя. І найстрашніше - гинуть люди, 
що є неприпустимим за жодних обставин. Я вислов- 
люю глибоке співчуття рідним і близьким загиблих", 
- заявив бізнесмен. Ахметов закликав «зробити все 
можливе, щоб недопустити нових жертв». 


Ukrainian News/Y«painebki вісті, April 24 - May 7, 
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UCC condemns Putin 
engineered “separatism” | ™¢asures to promote 


(UCC National)--Terrorists calling for separatism 
in Eastern Ukraine have violently seized govern- 
ment buildings and police headquarters in Donetsk, 
Slovyansk, Luhansk, Mariupol, Horlivka, Kharkiv 
and several other cities. The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress (UCC) strongly condemns these actions. 

“The recent events in Eastern Ukraine are taking 
place under the direction, and with support of the 
Kremlin. This is a contemptuous and cynical attempt 
by Putin’s regime to provoke unrest and undermine 
the independence of Ukraine,” said Paul Grod, Na- 
tional President of the UCC. “The Russian Federa- 
tion’s criminal aggression towards Ukraine must end 
immediately. The international community must take 
decisive action and provide the people of Ukraine the 
means with which to defend their country against Rus- 
sian incursion.” 

It must be made clear to Putin’s regime that the 
international community will not tolerate Russia’s il- 
legal aggression towards a sovereign state. The UCC 
calls on the Government of Canada to: 

¢ Impose additional personal sanctions against offi- 


cials of the Putin regime and against key sectors of the 
Russian economy; particularly the defense, financial 
and energy sectors; 

e Provide military advisors and expertise to 
Ukraine’s armed forces; 

e Provide defensive military equipment and materiel 
to Ukraine’s armed forces; 

e Work with NATO allies to ensure that military 
support is provided to Ukraine; 

» Ensure that any trade between Canadian compan- 
ies and the Russian Federation related to the defense 
industry cease immediately. 

The UCC reiterates its complete solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine and their brave struggle to build a 
free, democratic state that safeguards the rights and 
security of its citizens. The UCC supports the peace- 
loving people of Russia who do not want a war with 
Ukraine and respect Ukraine’s territorial integrity. 
These Russians have recently been rallying on the 
streets of Russia with calls for the Kremlin to immedi- 
ately cease their massive disinformation campaign 
within and outside of Russia. 


Harper announces further security measures 


(PMO)--Prime Minister Stephen Harper on April 17 
issued the following statement announcing additional 
measures that Canada is taking to promote security 
and stability in Central and Eastern Europe: 

“Canada continues to strongly condemn Russia’s 
illegal occupation of Ukraine and its ongoing 
aggressive military provocation. 

“Along with our NATO allies, we recognize the 
need to enhance security and stability in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

“To this end, Canada is offering the following 
capabilities to enhance the readiness of NATO allies: 


six Royal Canadian Air Force CF-18 fighter aircrafts 
and up to 20 staff officers to the Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers in Europe to assist NATO planning 
efforts. Canada’s offer has been well received by 
NATO. 

“Canada remains steadfast in its support for Ukraine 
and will not stand idly by while its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity are threatened. 

“Together with our allies, we will continue to 
monitor events closely and take coordinated action to 
enhance Europe’s security and show our support for 
the people of Ukraine.” 


Poritska, Natalia Grytsiv. 


Seated left to right: Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz (President UCC-APC), Dr. Raj Sherman, Dr. Roman Petryshyn| 
(Chairman of Fundraising Committee), Luba Feduschak (President UCC-Edmonton). Standing left to right: 
Larissa Blawacka, Thor Broda, Irene Pyzyk, Olena Hartsula, Marusia Petryshyn, Maria Miroutenko, Slava 


Leader of Alberta Liberal Party meets 
with UCC-APC Fundraising Committee 


(UCC-APC)}—On March 12 the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress —Alberta Provincial Council held a 
Fundraising Rally for humanitarian needs of the Mai- 
dan at which over $107,000 was raised. 

Included in that amount, was a personal donation of 
Dr. Raj Sherman, Leader of the Liberal Party of Al- 
berta, in the amount of $5,000. Dr. Sherman brought 
greetings at the event and disclosed details of his 
childhood in India, where he personally witnessed 
the horrors of war, which left a scar on his childhood 
memories. This motivated his very generous personal 
donation to this humanitarian cause in aid of victims 
of violence on the Maidan in Kyiv. 

On March 27 at the offices of the UCC-APC, Dr. 


Sherman met with some members of the fundraising 
committee and delivered his personal cheque in the 
sum of $5,000. He elaborated on his childhood ex- 
periences and conveyed his best wishes for a peace- 
ful resolution of events in Ukraine, after the Russian 
invasion of Crimea and incursions of Russian troops 
into some eastern oblasts of Ukraine. 

Dr. Sherman also detailed many of his hopes and 
dreams for the people of the Province of Alberta, and 
outlined many proposals as to how our province can be 
more effectively governed. He hoped that members of 
the Ukrainian community in Alberta would continue to 
be active in provincial politics, as many have made sig- 
nificant contributions to the governance of Alberta. 


PM announces new 


democracy in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—In the lead up to Ukraine’s presidential elections, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper on April 23 announced support for three new 
initiatives that will promote democracy in the country, and see up to 500 
observers travel to Ukraine to monitor the elections. 

“Canada is a world leader in helping to promote democracy and good 
governance in Ukraine. The measures announced today will help ensure 
that the upcoming Ukrainian elections are free and fair and that democ- 
racy and governance are the cornerstones of the new Government,” Said 
Harper in making the announcement. 

“Canada will continue to help ensure that Ukrainians are free to exer- 
cise their sovereign rights and to choose a leader, free from coercion or 
intimidation,” he added. 

The initiatives include providing: 

» A Canadian election observer mission of up to 338 observers for the 
presidential elections; 

г Support for up to 150 Canadian observers to participate in the Organ- 
ization for Security Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Office for Demo- 
cratic Institutions and Human Rights Election Observation Mission for 
the presidential elections; and, 

e 12 Canadian parliamentarians to join the OSCE Parliamentary Assem- 
bly Election Observation Mission delegation to the presidential elections. 

Since 2004, Canada has contributed hundreds of election observers to 
five successive Ukrainian elections, to help further strengthen democracy 
in the country. 

In recent months, Canada has provided support to help Ukraine sta- 
bilize its economy, promote economic and social development, and for 
urgent medical assistance for Ukrainians injured while standing up for 
democratic change. 

Canada, along with a number of other member countries of the Organ- 
ization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), is also taking 
part in a special observer mission that is reporting on the political and 
security situation in Ukraine. 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
locations in Edmonton: 

Chateau Louis Hotel 
Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 


NOM atic. 
Funeral Home, Crematorium 
and Reception Centre 


Proudly serving the Ukrainia 


Would you like to work with funeral || 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory іп а personal and ~~ © 
respectful way, please call us. 

© Wide range of burial & cremation 

services & products 
 Prearranged funeral plans to 


meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 
www. parkmemorial.com 


Edmonton | Lamont | Mayerthorpe, |, Smoky Lake, Vepreville 


Owned and operated by the 
Smolyk family since 1941 


KOHIPEC УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
ЕДМОНТОНСЬКИЙ ВІДДІЛ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
EDMONTON BRANCH 


10629 98 Street NW ° Edmonton АВ е T5H 2N6 


У 28-y річницю трагедії чорнобильської аварії, 
яка відбулася 26-го квітня, 1986-го р. пам'ятаймо 
загиблих, та постраждалих. 


Вічна їм пам'ять! 


Конгрес Українців Канади - міський відділ в Едмонтоні 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


ЕДМОНТОНСЬКИЙ ВІДДІЛ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
5 EDMONTON BRANCH 


10629 98 Street NW ¢ Edmonton AB е T5H 2N6 


Річні Збори Конгресу Українців Канади 
- Едмонтонський Відділ 


Управа Конгресу Українців Канади- Едмонтонський Відділ 
повідомляє, що Річні Збори відбудутся в суботу, 10-го 
травня, 2014 року в год. 1:30 поп. взалі УНО на 10629 - 98 
вул. в Едмонтоні. 


The annual report of the Ukrainian Canadian Benevolent Society 
will folow immediately after the Annual Meeting of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, Edmonton Branch. 


Конгрес Українців Канади - міський відділ в Едмонтоні 
Люба Федущак, голова 


Ukrainian Canadian Benevolent Society 
Liliya Sukhy, President 
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Конфлікт на Донбасі: 
«російські сценарії» 


(Радіо Свобода) -Українська влада нічого не 
робить для припинення хаосу та громадянсь- 
ких конфліктів в Україні, заявляють російські 
урядовці. Між тим, місія ОБСЄ, яка відстежує 
ситуацію на Сході України, і сама ж українська 
влада - говорять про низку вже зроблених кроків 
для подолання напруги. СБУ, зі свого боку поба- 
чило у провокаціях на Сході почерк Головного 
розвідувального управління (ГРУ) Росії. Експерти 
говорять, що Кремль має декілька варіантів свого 
сценарію щодо України, в якому програма мінімум 
— зрив виборів президента в окремих регіонах. 

Українська влада не вживає належних заходів 
для розв'язання внутрішньодержавного конфлікту, 
загострення якого нині можна спостерігати на 
Сході України. Таку думку висловив 21 квітня під 
час прес-конференції у Москві міністр закордон- 
них справ Росії Сергей Лавров. 

«Женевська угода не тільки не виконується, 
але й вчиняються кроки, які грубо порушують 
Женевські домовленості - тими, хто захопив владу 
в Києві. Київська влада не може, а можливо й не 
хоче контролювати екстремістів, які продовжують 
замовляти музику. Влада нічого не робить, палець 
об палець не вдарила, щоб усунути причини, які 
лежать в основі глибокої внутрішньоукраїнської 
кризи», - заявив Лавров. 

Заяви про те, що Україна, мовляв, нічого не ро- 
бить для деескалації напруги та для виконання Же- 
невських домовленостей загалом, Лавров робив уже 
декілька разів з часу досягнення угоди в Женеві. 

Нинішню ж заяву Лавров зробив після того, 
як 20 квітня на в'їзді до Слов'янська відбулася 
сутичка сепаратистів з нібито представниками 
«Правого сектору». На російському телебаченні 
з'явилося відео з юнаком, який нібито є представ- 
ником «Правого сектору» з Вінниці та виїхав до 
Слов'янська на розвідку. Українські журналісти 
та інтернет-користувачі зауважили, що відео про 
цей випадок з'явилося на Ютубі за день до самого 
інциденту (19 квітня), і що полонений, який нібито 
є вінничанином, вимовляє назву міста Слов'янськ 
так, як говорять лише його мешканці та жителі 
довколишніх міст. 

СБУ, зі свого боку, зазначило, що інцидент у 
Слов'янську інсценували самі ж проросійські бойови- 
ки, бо тієї ночі в місті «не було нікого, крім озброєних 
диверсантів Ta представників  криміналітету, 


яких відкрито підтримують офіцери Головного 


розвідувального управління Російської федерації». 

Напередодні міністр закордонних справ України 
Андрій Дещиця висловив здивування щодо 
подібних заяв російських дипломатів. 

«Ми здивовані тим, що міністр Лавров не знає, 
що робиться в Україні стосовно Женевських угод. 
Ми щодня зустрічаємось у форматі чотирьох 
сторін із залученням керівництва місії ОБСЄ, 
де розробляємо заходи з деескалації ситуації в 
східному регіоні України», - наголосив Дещиця. 

Також він поцікавився, чи представники по- 


сольства Російської Федерації, присутні на та- 
ких зустрічах, інформують російське МЗС про 
всі дії в рамках Женевських угод. I додав, що 
може повідомити про ці заходи особисто Лавро- 
ву. Днями у спільному прес-релізі МЗС України 
та моніторингова місія ОБСЄ перерахували кро- 
ки, які Україна вже зробила для припинення 
конфлікту на сході держави. 

Подолання конфлікту на Сході України - одна 
з тем візиту віце-президента США Джозефа 
Байдена до України, який 22 квітня планує низ- 
ку зустрічей з українськими посадовцями та 
громадськістю. 

20 квітня виконувач обов'язків президента 
України Олександр Турчинов у своїй заяві заува- 
жив, що для розв'язання конфлікту на Донеччині 
й Луганщині активна фаза антитерористичної 
операції призупинена, і нині операція має на 
меті зберегти життя людей та блокувати місця 
перебування озброєних сепаратистів. Крім того, 
Турчинов нагадав, що ті, хто звільнять захоплені 
будівлі та складуть зброю, не будуть притягатися 
до кримінальної відповідальності. 

Тим часом лідер проросійських екстремістів 
Слов'янська В'ячеслав Пономарьов, який називає 
себе «народним мером» цього міста, вже встиг 
попросити військової підтримки у президента 
Росії Володимира Путіна, i його відеозвернення 
підхопили російські медіа. 

Донбас є «пілотним проектом з відділення 
Росією частини території України, зауважив 
у своєму облозі лідер групи «Інформаційний 
спротив Дмитро Тимчук». У разі успіху, за його 
словами, «Путін націлиться на Київ». На ко- 
ристь цих планів, на думку Тимчука, свідчить 
те, що час від часу російський президент ініціює 
прес-конференції та заяви свого колишнього 
українського колеги Віктора Януковича, якого, 
імовірно, спробують повернути в Україну як пред- 
ставника Кремля. 

Кремль має кілька сценаріїв щодо Донбасу, але 
сценарій приєднання до Росії за кримським зраз- 
ком наразі не спрацьовує, пояснив Радіо Свобода 
експерт з українсько-російських відносин Воло- 
димир Нагірний. 

«Росія реалізує у Східній Україні багатоваріантний 
сценарій. Програмою мінімум є зрив виборів, про- 
грамою максимум - відділення регіону. Але умов 
для безболісного відділення наразі немає, тому 
Кремль має на меті зрив виборів на Донбасі, щоб 
майбутнього президента не вважали таким, що от- 
римав мандат довіри на сході країни». 

Володимир Нагірний вважає, що Росія продо- 
вжуватиме тиск на Україну з метою перетворення її 
на федерацію з широкими зовнішньополітичними 
повноваженнями автономій. Фраза ж Сергія Лав- 
рова про те, що українська влада, мовляв, штовхає 
країну до громадянської війни - дає підстави 
експертам говорити, що така війна є одним із 
варіантів кремлівського сценарію в Україні. 


Дві третини населення Донецька 
підтримує єдність України - соціолог 


Валерія Дубова, Радіо Свобода 

На Донеччині зростає напруження - в області за- 
хоплюють адмінбудівлі, відділки міліції та навіть 
військові об'єкти. При цьому, сепаратисти й терористи 
заявляють, що діють з волі місцевого населення. Тож, 
чи правда донеччани жадають крові й протистоянь? 

Зараз Донеччину кинули у вир сепаратистських 
пристрастей. Це при тому, що в регіоні ніколи не 
було бурхливих політичних подій, люди звикли 
вирішувати питання мирно, без зайвих дебатів, 
не те що стрілянини й бійок. Зараз на вулицях До- 
нецька спокійно, але за подіями донеччани сте- 
жать й хочуть лише мирного вирішення ситуації. 

«Хотілося б, щоб люди незагинули - найголовніше. 
Але, зважаючи на те, що нинішня влада, скажімо 
так, дивно ставиться до Південного-Сходу... Тому, 
невідомо, чим це все це діло закінчиться. Не факт, 
що єдина й ціла Україна такою й залишиться», — 
каже житель Донецька Дмитро. 

Так само висловлюються й більшість людей, 3 
якими довелося поговорити. Однак, усі дуже хо- 
чуть, щоб все закінчилося якнайскоріше й напруга 
в регіоні пішла на спад. «Я хочу, щоб по скоріше це 
все закінчилось, щоб все було мирно, щоб не було 
війни й усе було добре», - сказали Радіо Свобода 
донеччанка Валерія. 


Різняться думки донеччан лише в одно- 


му - у питанні подальшої долі країни та ii 
адміністративного устрою. Наприклад, пенсіонер 
Михайло теж лише за мирні рішення, але 
наполягає, що федералізація Україні не потрібна. 
«Я проти федералізації, я за те, щоб країна була 
єдина, без Росії», - наголошує він. 

Донецькі соціологи також заявляють, що у пи- 
таннях адміністративного устрою у донеччан є 
розбіжності, але ставлення людей тут до насилля 
різко негативне. Про це Радіо Свобода розповів 
соціолог Володимир Кіпень, який нещодавно 
провів відповідне дослідження. 

«Дві третини населення Донецька сьогодні 
виступає за підтримку єдності країни, - каже ек- 
сперт. - Отримані дані дають можливість зробити 
ще один висновок - насилля в політичних проти- 
стояннях, різноманітні силові акції по захопленню 
адміністративних будівель, по вивішуванню чу- 
жих прапорів, а тим більше по можливим введен- 
ням військ іншої держави не приймає абсолютна 
більшість донеччан». 

Такі думки підтверджуються й діями мешканців 
регіону, адже за останні дні нерідко жителі міст, 
де впроваджували силовий сценарій, самі става- 
ли на захист адміністративних будівель. При цьо- 
му, люди були беззбройні проти добре озброєних 
сепаратистів. І, тоді захопники йшли геть. 
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Biden vows support 
for Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden has vowed support for Ukraine, which 
he said “is in a struggle for its very future.” 

Biden said the road ahead is difficult, but 
that Ukrainians “will not walk this road 
alone.” 

He was speaking on April 22 after talks 
in Kyiv with Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk. 

Biden said “there are some who are try- 
ing to pull Ukraine apart,” but added that 
Ukraine is and must remain one united coun- 
try. 

He also said it is time for Russia to fulfill 
its commitments under a peace agreement 
signed the previous week in Geneva. 

Biden said it is time for Russia “to stop 
talking and start acting” to reduce tension in 
Ukraine. “We will not allow this to become 
an open-ended process,” he said. 

He warned that Russia faces “more cost 
and greater isolation” if it fails to defuse ten- 
sions. 

Washington and Moscow are blaming 
each other for violating the Geneva agree- 
ment, signed by Ukraine, Russia, the United 
States, and the European Union. 

The agreement calls for pro-Moscow in- 
surgents holding a string of eastern towns 
to disarm and leave the state buildings they 


have seized. 

Biden also announced that the United 
States will provide an additional $50 million 
to help Ukraine’s government with political 
and economic reforms. 

Separately, Washington has also offered 
$8 million in nonlethal assistance for the 
ОКгаїпіап armed forces, including bomb- 
disposal equipment, communications gear, 
and vehicles. 

Biden earlier called on Ukraine’s new 
government to fight the “cancer” of what he 
called endemic corruption in the country. 

For his part, Yatsenyuk said that Russian 
special forces were operating like “gang- 
sters” in eastern Ukraine to undermine the 
May 25 presidential election, and he called 
on Moscow to pull them out. 

He also called on Moscow to pull its army 
out of Crimea and “turn this shameful page 
in which Ukrainian territory has been seized 
by Russian troops.” 

Biden is the most high-level U.S. official 
to visit Ukraine since the crisis erupted. 

Earlier on April 22, the final day of his 
visit, Biden held talks with acting President 
Oleksandr Turchynoy. 

Biden also met leaders from various polit- 
ical parties, including three candidates in the 
May 25 presidential election. 


Ukrainian, Russian church leaders 
trade accusations on Easter 


(RFE/RL)--As millions of Christians 
around the world began celebrations for Eas- 
ter, the heads of the Russian and Ukrainian 
Orthodox churches made critical statements 
over the crisis in Ukraine. 

It is the first time in many years that Easter 
-- the day on which Christians believe Jesus 
was resurrected -- occurs at the same time on 
both the Gregorian and Julian calendars. 

Thousands of Christians gathered on the 
evening of April 19 for major Easter church 
services and ceremonies in Rome and Jeru- 
salem. 

Pope Francis urged Catholics to rediscov- 
er the roots of their faith in an Easter Mass at 
St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican. 

Thousands also gathered in Jerusalem’s 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre for the trad- 
itional “Holy Fire” ceremony at the place 
Christians believe Jesus was crucified more 
than 2,000 years ago. 

In Kyiv, the head of Ukraine’s Orthodox 
Church condemned Russian “aggression” dur- 
ing his Easter message to the church’s follow- 
ers and said Moscow’s “evil” will be defeated. 

Patriarch Filaret said there has been aggres- 
sion against “peace-loving” Ukraine, which 
“voluntarily gave up nuclear weapons.” 

Filaret’s comment referred to the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum in which Russia, 
the United States, and Britain gave security 
assurances to Kyiv in return for it giving up 
its nuclear arsenal. 


Ukraine accuses Russia of failing to up- 
hold its pledge after it seized and annexed: 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula last month. 

The Ukrainian government and its Western 
allies now accuse the Kremlin of fomenting 
separatists to occupy government buildings 
in eastern and southern Ukraine where a 
standoff has developed between pro-Russia 
and pro-Ukraine forces. 

In Moscow, Russian Orthodox Church 
Patriarch Kirill said during Easter eve ser- 
vices in the Christ the Savior Cathedral that 
God should put “an end to the designs of 
those who want to destroy holy Russia.” 

He added that Ukraine 15 “politically” sep- 
arate but is “spiritually and historically” one 
with Russia. 

Kurill said he prayed that Ukraine could 
benefit from government officials who are 
“legitimately elected.” 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev took part 
in the service. 

Relations between Russia and Ukraine 
have sunk to new lows since Russia’s seizure 
of Crimea. 

Acting Ukrainian President Oleksandr 
Turchynoy said in an Easter message that 
people should hope for better days. 

He told Ukrainian that “we are living in a 
fateful time when the Ukrainian people have 
decisively affirmed their striving for free- 
dom and justice.” 


OSCE slams 


Putin for the 


‘height of hypocrisy’ 


(RFE/RL)—The secretary-general of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Co-operation (OSCE) 
in Europe has condemned Russian President 
Vladimir Putin for having “double stan- 
dards.” 

Spencer Oliver told RFE/RL that it was the 
“height of hypocrisy” for Putin to condemn 
Ukrainian forces for taking action against 
pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

Oliver noted that Putin signed a Russian 
law criminalizing separatism with jail time 


in December. 

Oliver said: “In the OSCE, the Russians 
are always alleging double standards, but 
this is ridiculous because in Russia, anybody 
who calls for separatism is a criminal. So, 
that means that the people in Ukraine under 
Russian standards would be criminals.” 

As Ukrainian forces moved against pro- 
Russian separatists in Slovyansk on April 
24, Putin said the use of force by the Ukrain- 
ian government would be a “serious crime 
against their own nation.” 


Ukraine forces 
‘liberate’ Svyatohirsk 


By Christopher J. Miller, Kyiv Post 

In what appears to be its first act after the 
restart of an anti-terror operation to purge 
Kremlin-backed separatists from eastern 
Ukraine, the country’s elite Interior Ministry 
forces “liberated” the resort town of Svyato- 
hirsk in northern Donetsk Oblast “from un- 
lawful armed groups,” the ministry reported 
on its website, April 23. 

Prior to the operation, Ukrainian security 
officials had discovered the city’s monastery, 
the Svyatohirsk Assumption Lavra of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, served as a military 
base for the insurgents who have besieged 
the region. 

“The Interior Ministry’s special forces 
have freed the town of Svyatohirsk from 
an illegal armed group of separatists. Law 
enforcers who took part in the anti-terrorist 
operation drove the illegal armed groups out 
of the village. There have been no casual- 
ties,” the ministry’s report reads. 

Police are now patrolling and securing the 
city, it says. 

Svyatohirsk is of strategic importance, as 
it is located at the border of three regions: 
Donetsk, Kharkiv and Luhansk. 

Since the beginning of April armed pro- 
Russian insurgents have seized and occupied 
key Ukrainian government buildings in the 


country’s eastern regions. In recent days 
they have taken at least 16 persons, includ- 
ing journalists, hostage, tightened their grip 
on the regions and promised a long fight 
should Kyiv send in troops to force them out. 

In Sloviansk, the latest flash point in the 
Ukraine crisis, pro-Russian extremists on 
April 23 showed no signs of backing down 
and warned that they will fight to the end. 

Separatist leader and self-appointed may- 
ог of Sloviansk Vyacheslav Ponomaryoy re- 
portedly told a BBC journalist that “we will 
make Stalingrad out of this town,” referring 
to the five-month-long, bloody World War 
II battle in which the Soviet Red Army de- 
feated the Nazis. 

As Kyiv resumed its anti-terror oper- 
ation, Russia Foreign Minster Sergey Lav- 
rov issued a stern warning that his country 
would “certainly respond” if Russians were 
attacked. 

“Russian citizens being attacked is an attack 
against the Russian Federation,” he said in an 
interview with the state-run Russia Today. 

“If our interests, our legitimate interests, 
the interests of Russians have been attacked 
directly, like they were in South Ossetia for 
example, I do not see any other way but to 
respond in accordance with international 
law,” he said. 


Ukrainian forces capture 
Kramatorsk airport 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s acting President 
Oleksandr Turchynoy says government 
forces have captured the airport in the east- 
ern town of Kramatorsk from a pro-Russian 
group. 

Turchynov told parliament the goal of the 
security operation in Kramatorsk, and an- 
other operation in Slovyansk, was “to pro- 
tect citizens from terrorists who are trying to 
tear this country apart.” 

There was shooting during the April 15 
siege of the airport, and an unclear number 
of casualties has been reported. 

Russian media has reported that between 
four and 15 people may have been killed. 

Russia’s Rossia-24 television channel 
showed footage of Ukrainian warplanes fly- 
ing low over the Kramatorsk airport, and 


helicopters hovering over the area. 
Ukzainian forces supported by armored 

vehicles have also entered the eastern city 

of Slovyansk, some 15 kilometers south of 


Kramatorsk. 
Reports said some 500 Ukrainian troops 


backed by 20 armored vehicles and tanks en- 
tered Slovyansk in the early evening of April 
SE ; 

Ukrainian General Vasyl Krutoyv said 
pro-Russian groups occupying government 
buildings in eastern Ukrainian cities and 
towns “must be warned that if they do not 
lay down their arms, they will be destroyed.” 

Shortly after the Kramatorsk fighting sub- 
sided, Russia’s Foreign Ministry said it was 
worried that the “military” campaign under 
way in Ukraine could lead to “civil war.” 


Ukraine calls Easter raid 
a Russian provocation 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Ukraine and Rus- 
sia have traded allegations following a dead- 
ly clash in eastern Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Interior Ministry said at 
least three people were killed and three 
others injured in the shooting incident at a 
makeshift checkpoint outside Slovyansk 
early on April 20. 

Russian state-run media reported that five 
people had died, including three pro-Russia 
activists. 

The identity of the attackers was not im- 
mediately clear. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry expressed “out- 
rage” over the incident, saying it proved that 
Ukrainian authorities do not wish to disarm 
“nationalists and extremists.” 

Pro-Russian authorities in the region pre- 
sented documents and other materials that 
they alleged showed that the Ukrainian far- 
right nationalist group Right Sector was re- 
sponsible. 

Right Sector denied any involvement and 
instead accused Russian special services. 

They also pointed out that the business 
cards and other literature of Right Sector found 
in pristine condition in the burned out cars 
could only have been planted there — otherwise 


they would not have survived the fire. 

The Ukrainian Security Service said no 
Ukrainian organization was involved. It 
denounced the incident as a “provocation” 
staged by outsiders. 

Local pro-Russia separatist leader Vyache- 
slav Ponomarey, the self-declared mayor of 
Slovyansk, has announced a curfew and ap- 
pealed to Russian President Vladimir Putin 
to send Russian peacekeepers to the region. 

In an interview with the U.S. television 
network NBC, which was broadcast on April 
20, Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk renewed accusations that Russia is 
undermining global stability by interfering 
in Ukraine. 

Yatsenyuk accused Putin of trying to re- 
store the Soviet Union by moving into for- 
mer Soviet territories. 

This was rejected as ““‘false” by the Rus- 
sian ambassador to the United States, Sergei 
Kislyak. 

In his Easter sermon at the Vatican, Roman 
Catholic Pope Francis called for an end to 
violence in Ukraine. 

The pope asked God to “enlighten and 
inspire the initiatives that promote peace in 
Ukraine.” 
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Putin follows 
Hitler’s blueprint 


On the night of 31 August 1939, a small group of German operatives, 
dressed in Polish uniforms and led by Alfred Naujocks, seized the 
Gleiwitz station and broadcast a short anti-German message in Polish 
(sources vary on the content of the message). The Germans’ goal was 
to make the attack and the broadcast look like the work of anti-German 
Polish saboteurs. 

The Gleiwitz incident was a part of a larger operation, carried out by 
Abwehr and SS forces. At the same time as the Gleiwitz attack, there 
were other incidents orchestrated by Germany along the Polish-German 
border, such as a house torching in the Polish Corridor and spurious 
propaganda output. The entire project, dubbed Operation Himmler and 
comprising a number of incidents, was intended to give the appearance 
of Polish aggression against Germany. 

For months before the 1939 invasion, German newspapers and 
politicians, including Adolf Hitler, accused Polish authorities of 
organizing or tolerating violent ethnic cleansing of ethnic Germans living 
in Poland. 

On the day following the Gleiwitz attack, September 1, 1939, Germany 
launched the Fall Weiss operation — the invasion of Poland — initiating 
World War II in Europe. 

If this abridged account from Wikipedia sounds familiar to what is 
happening in Ukraine today — it should. Because just as the Nazis sent 
in agent provocateurs to create the impression that aggression was being 
perpetrated by Poles against Germans in order to justify an invasion, so 
the Russians are doing the same in Ukraine. 

April 24 Russia began conducting drills along the border with 
Ukraine while Russian dictator Vladimir Putin warned of unspecified 
consequences to Ukraine if it didn’t stop its counter-terrorist actions to 
retake control of cities and administrative buildings in eastern Ukraine 
that had been taken over by masked gunmen just as they had been in 
Crimea two months earlier. 

There is no doubt that these masked gunmen are not local radicals but 
rather special troops from Russia. They don’t speak the local dialects and 
move with armed precision. And on April 21, the U.S. State Department 
released photographs that link the so-called “little green men” to Russian 
special forces. While Russia denies they are their own troops, let us not 
forget they also denied the masked gunmen in Crimea were Russian 
forces, admitting this after the annexation, however. 

Then there was the deadly clash at a makeshift checkpoint outside 
Slovyansk early on April 20, which broke the Easter truce. Pro-Russian 
authorities in the region presented documents and other materials that 
they alleged showed that the Ukrainian nationalist group Right Sector 
was responsible. Right Sector denied any involvement and instead 
accused Russian special services. They also pointed out that the business 
cards and other literature of Right Sector, found in pristine condition 
in the burned out cars could only have been planted there — otherwise 
they would not have survived the fire. The Ukrainian Security Service 
said no Ukrainian organization was involved. It denounced the incident 
as a “provocation” staged by outsiders. Yet another incident staged by 
Russian special forces designed to discredit Ukrainians. 

The fact that Putin is following Hitler’s blueprint in staging provocations 
intended to create justification for invasion should be extremely 
worrisome to the entire world and not just the Western democracies. But 
it should be especially worrisome to them. 

Yet here we are — more than two months айег Russia’s invasion of 
Crimea — and the West continues to be all talk and no action. 

Putin is laughing at the West and the consequences of this may prove 
to be catastrophic. 
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Russia invades Ukraine 
The unthinkable happens in Europe 


By Taras Kuzio 

Russia has invaded Ukraine. This is the only con- 
clusion to be reached from evidence that has built up 
in the past few weeks. 

Groups of armed men wearing soldiers’ uniforms 
and working in military formations have fanned out 
throughout Donetsk province (oblast), and to some 
extent the adjoining Luhansk province, taking over 
police stations, Ukrainian Security Service regional 
offices, and government buildings. Ukrainian security 
forces have begun what they labeled an anti-terrorist 
operation and casualties on both sides are beginning to 
mount. 

These highly militarized and anonymous attack- 
ers are following a pattern highly similar to the early 
stages of the invasion of Crimean by Russia. US am- 
bassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt posted in a Twitter 
message: 

“As it did on Crimea, the Russian Foreign Ministry 
is denying that the ‘green men’ — so labeled for their 
crisp, identical camouflage fatigues and helmets — are 
from Russia. Moscow says the attackers are local 
residents of Donetsk and Luhansk who are angry that 
‘fascists’ have come to power in the Ukrainian interim 
government.” 

Ukraine’s State Security Service (SBU) has posted 
on YouTube audio of telephone conversations that it 
says link the attackers to Russia’s military intelligence 
agency, GRU. Numerous press reports and videos shot 
by local residents show that the attacking soldiers are 
very well trained, do not speak with local accents, 
seemingly don’t know their way around, and are very 
well trained. The “green men” are professionals, not 
the self-defense volunteers who organized themselves 
last winter amid the Euromaidan pro-democracy dem- 
onstrations in Kyiv. According to Ukrainian Interior 
Minister Arsen Avakov, some of the attacking soldiers 
are armed with late-model, Russian-made AK-100 as- 
sault rifles, a weapon that Ukrainian forces do not have. 

Russia has at least three strategic goals. 

The immediate goal is to derail the May 25 presi- 
dential election by preventing voting in major east- 
ern Ukrainian urban centers, thereby reducing the 
legitimacy of the elected president. An election that 


was judged successful and democratic would end all 
claims to authority by ex-President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych, whom Russia continues to wheel out to the 
press as the “legitimate Ukrainian president.” 

Second, Russia aims to detach the eastern and south- 
ern regions of Ukraine, in effect amputating the coun- 
try’s major industrial and port regions. Russia now is 
in position to turn southeastern Ukraine into a “frozen 
conflict” — a region whose status it holds unresolved 
through its backing for secession. That has been the 
condition of the Moldovan region of Transnistria for 
22 years. In southeast Ukraine, Russia likely would 
exercise indirect control through Mikhail Dobkin, the 
Party of Regions presidential candidate. Moscow cur- 
rently uses Transnistrian politician Igor Smirnov in 
the same role. 

The West has done very little to dislodge Russian 
control over frozen conflicts in place since the early 

1990s in both Moldova and Georgia. ° 

Third, Russia could annex the region following the 
same pseudo-legal steps it used to declare its authority 
over Crimea. 

Russia faces two formidable obstacles. 

First, the aim of the “green men” is to mobilize 
support for separatism in Russian-speaking eastern 
and southern Ukraine opinion, but polls do not give 
high levels of support for either federalism, a strong 
Russian demand, or for union with Russia. In a poll 
conducted by the Kyiv-based Democratic Initiative 
foundation, only 6 to 7 percent in eastern and southern 
Ukraine support their region’s separation and union 
with Russia. That support reaches its high, 18 percent, 
in the Donbas region, in the far southeast. Nowhere 
does secession have majority support. 

Second, Ukraine ultimately will fight for its eastern 
regions, meaning there will be high numbers of cas- 
ualties on both sides. 

Russia has launched the unthinkable in Europe, a 
war by proxy with Ukraine that, in the long run, it can 
only lose. 

Dr. Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Can- 
adian Institute for Ukrainian Studies and a non-resi- 
dent fellow with the Center for Transatlantic Rela- 
tions at the School of Advanced International Studies. 


The Geneva agreement — on 
paper and on the ground 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine, Russia, the United States, and 
the European Union have reached an agreement in 
Geneva on a series of steps to de-escalate tensions in 
Ukraine. We take a look at the key points in the agree- 
ment and the steps taken — or not taken — thus far to 
implement them. 

“All sides must refrain from any violence, intimidation 
or provocative actions. The participants strongly con- 
demned and rejected all expressions of extremism, ra- 
cism and religious intolerance, including anti-Semitism.” 

Pro-Russian separatists are continuing their push 
to take control of government buildings in Ukraine’s 
Russian-leaning east. 

The “antiterrorism” operation launched by Ukrain- 
ian authorities to quell the unrest has fuelled fears of 
new bloodshed. 

Three separatists were killed by Ukrainian secur- 
ity forces on April 16 after hundreds of protesters at- 
tacked a military base in Mariupol. 

Each side in the conflict has accused the other of 
anti-Semitism. In the latest incident, anti-Semitic leaf- 
lets distributed at a synagogue in Donetsk have also 
sparked concerns that the local Jewish population 
could be targeted. 

Speaking after the talks in Geneva, U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry called the leaflets — which call on 
Jews to register with the separatist authorities — “in- 
tolerable,” “grotesque,” and “beyond unacceptable.” 

Their authenticity, however, has not yet been veri- 
fied. The separatists have denied responsibility. 

ЗАП illegal armed groups must be disarmed; all il- 
legally seized buildings must be returned to legitim- 
ate owners; all illegally occupied streets, squares and 
other public places in Ukrainian cities and towns must 
be vacated.” 

Pro-Russian insurgents currently occupy govern- 
ment buildings in a dozen towns and cities across 
eastern Ukraine. They claim to be protecting the popu- 
lation from what they describe as a dangerous and il- 
legitimate leadership in Kyiv. 

The disbanding of armed groups was part of the 


original February deal brokered by EU foreign min- 
isters before then-President Viktor Yanukovych fled 
the country. But this condition, like many others, was 
disregarded by all sides. 

Soon after the Geneva agreement was published, 
Ukraine’s acting Foreign Minister Andriy Deshchy- 
tsia said that the deal would not affect the “antiterror- 
ist” operation in the east of the country and that troops 
will remain there. 

His Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov, stressed 
that the disbanding must include all illegal armed 
groups. His statement was widely interpreted as re- 
ferring to pro-European protesters who have been 
camped out in Kyiv since November, including actiy- 
ists of the ultra-nationalist Right Sector group. 

Deshchytsia said this would be a “very sensitive 
issue” but confirmed Kyiv remained committed to do 
away with all illegal armed groups. 

“Tt is very important that these people are redirected 
to more peaceful ways of protest” he said. 

“Amnesty will be granted to protesters and to those 
who have left buildings and other public places and 
surrendered weapons, with the exception of those 
found guilty of capital crimes.” 

The announced amnesty is having little effect so far on 
separatist militants, who show no sign of backing down. 

Pro-Russian insurgents in Donetsk said they will 
leave occupied buildings only if the interim Ukrain- 
ian government resigns. They also said they are not a 
party to the Geneva talks and are determined to pursue 
their struggle for autonomy. 

Oleksandr Khriakoy, one of the leaders of the self- 
proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic, demanded 
that Euromaidan protesters pack up their camp in 
Kyiv first and that the interim government hold a ref- 
erendum on the region’s status. 

“Tt was agreed that the OSCE Special Monitoring 
Mission should play a leading role in assisting Ukrain- 
ian authorities and local communities in the immedi- 
ate implementation of these de-escalation measures 
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Trading barbs with Putin) Putin’s Russia as a state 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues}—One of Ukraine’s rich- 
est oligarchs, Thor Kolomoisky, has just taken another 
tude poke at Russian President Vladimir Putin. And 
this time the Jewish Ukrainian businessman hasn’t 
just insulted Putin. By invoking Jewish support of 
Putin’s Ukrainian nationalist bogeyman — Stepan 
Bandera (1909-59) — Kolomoisky, who is president 
of the European Jewish Union and a leading Jewish 
philanthropist, has engaged in the ultimate provoca- 
tion. 

Kolomoisky, 51, was one of Ukraine’s first oligarchs 
to side with the post- Yanukovych democratic govern- 
ment. Just after Putin’s occupation of Crimea in early 
March, he agreed to serve as governor of his native 
Dnipropetrovsk province and publicly called Putin 
“a schizophrenic of short stature.” As if that weren’t 
enough, Kolomoisky then went on to say: “He is com- 
pletely inadequate. He has completely lost his mind. 
His messianic drive to recreate the Russian empire of 
1913 or the USSR of 1991 could plunge the world into 
catastrophe.” 

A day later, Putin paid him back in kind: 

“For example, Mr. Kolomoisky was appointed 
Governor of Dnepropetrovsk (sic). This is a unique 
crook. He even managed to cheat our oligarch Roman 
Abramovich two or three years ago. Scammed him, as 
our intellectuals like to say. They signed some deal, 
Abramovich transferred several billion dollars, while 
this guy never delivered and pocketed the money. 
When I asked him [Abramovich]: “Why did you do 
it?” he said: “I never thought this was possible.” I do 
not know, by the way, if he ever got his money back 
and if the deal was closed. But this really did happen a 
couple of years ago. And now this crook is appointed 
Governor of Dnepropetrovsk. No wonder the people 
are dissatisfied. 

Kolomoisky’s latest assault on Putin wasn’t a state- 
ment, but a performance. He donned a T-shirt which 
abounds with symbolic meanings that need some un- 
packing. 

For starters, black and red are the colors of the 
Ukrainian nationalist movement that derives its ideo- 
logical inspiration from the radical branch of the Or- 
ganization of Ukrainian Nationalists affiliated with 
Bandera. The OUN was established in 1929 as a na- 


tional liberation movement committed to attaining 
Ukrainian independence. Until its demise in the 


mid-1950s, it fought the Polish, German, and Soviet 
authorities by means of propaganda, terrorism, and 
guernilla activities. Ideologically and behaviorally, the 
OUN closely resembled the Algerian National Libera- 
tion Front, the Palestine Liberation Organization, and 
the Jewish Irgun or “Stern Gang,” while Bandera was 
the Ukrainian version of Ahmed Ben Bella, Yasir Ara- 
fat, Menachem Begin, or Avraham Stern. 

Note as well that the image on the T-shirt represents 
a fusion of the Ukrainian national symbol, the trident, 
and a menorah. 

The most symbolically charged part of the shirt is 
the term beneath the trident-menorah. If you read it 
in Russian, it’s zhidobandera — or “kike-Bandera.” 
If you read it in Ukrainian, it’s zhydobandera — or 
“Jew-Bandera.” Recall that, in the language of Soviet 
and Putin propaganda, “Bandera” is shorthand for 
“enemy of the Soviet Union,” “enemy of Russia,” 


Thor Kolomoisky 


“fascist,” and “anti-Semite.” According to this logic, 
enemies of the USSR/Russia must be fascists and 
anti-Semites. Hence, the T-shirt’s Russian reading 
boils down to a fusion of “kike” and “anti-Semite.” 
Its Ukrainian reading fuses “Jew” with “anti-Semite.” 
Both readings fuse “Jew” with “enemy.” 

What, then, are the messages that the T-shirt, and 
Kolomoisky with it, are conveying? 

First, and most obviously, Kolomoisky is claiming 
that ethnic Ukrainians and Jewish Ukrainians have 
a common cause in today’s Ukraine and that that 
cause—building a democratic Ukrainian nation and 
state (or what most Ukrainian nationalists would call 
nationalism) — is deserving of Jewish support. 

Second, Kolomoisky is implicitly accusing Putin of 
being both anti-Semitic and anti-Ukrainian. The term 
zhidobandera reverberates with the interwar anti- 
Semitic notion of zhidokomuna, which fused Jews 
with Communism. By identifying himself, a Jewish 
Ukrainian, with a benign version of zhidobandera, 
Kolomoisky is by the same token identifying Putin 
and his apologists with the malignant version, which 
views Jews as “kikes” and Ukrainians as “anti-Sem- 
ites” and “fascists.” 

Third, in the manner of gays and African-Americans, 
who have appropriated such terms as “fag,” “queer,” 
and “nigger,” in order to drain them of their offensive 
content and turn them against homophobes and racists, 
so, too, Kolomoisky is appropriating the offensive Rus- 
sian zhid and the pejorative term, Bandera, and stating 


that, in Ukraine, his homeland, both terms will have the 
meaning that ethnic Ukrainians and Jewish Ukrainians 


choose to ascribe to them. In effect, Kolomoisky is tak- 
ing control of both the Russian and Ukrainian languages 
and insisting that, not Putin, not Russia, and not Russian 
propaganda, but he, together with his Ukrainian/Jewish 
countrymen and women, will decide what words mean 
in Ukraine. 

Finally, Kolomoisky’s T-shirt is a plea for Jewish- 
Ukrainian understanding. Many of Ukraine’s Jews, 
who are generally Russian speakers, find the Ukrain- 
ian word for Jew, zhyd (which is identical to the Pol- 
ish, Czech, and Slovak words for Jew), to be too close 
to the Russian pejorative, zhid, to be acceptable and 
therefore prefer yevrey. Many Ukrainians defend their 
choice of zhyd on the grounds that yevrey came to 
ОКгаїпіап from Russian. In effect, the pragmatic 
Kolomoisky is telling both communities to cool it, 
take a deep breath, transcend their complex past, and 
work out a solution that addresses current concerns. 


The Geneva agreement — on paper and on the ground 
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wherever they are needed most, beginning in the com- 
ing days. The U.S., EU and Russia commit to support 
this mission, including by providing monitors.” 

Under the agreement, the Organization for Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) is tasked with 
ensuring the terms of the agreement will be observed. 
It will also help implement them on the ground. 

The United States, Russia, and European countries 
will contribute observers to beef up the OSCE’s team 
in Ukraine. 

The deal, however, does not specifically require 
Russia to remove the approximately 40,000-troops it 
has massed on Ukraine’s border. It does not address, 
either, the increased NATO presence on Russia’s west- 
ern border, announced on April 16 by the alliance’s 
secretary general, Anders Fogh Rasmussen. 

“The announced constitutional process will be in- 
clusive, transparent, and accountable. It will include 
the immediate establishment of a broad national dia- 
logue, with outreach to all of Ukraine’s regions and 
political constituencies, and allow for the considera- 
tion of public comments and proposed amendments.” 

Authorities in Kyiv have promised sweeping con- 
stitutional reform aimed at bolstering regional au- 
tonomy, local self-government, and the protection of 


minority rights. 

Under the agreement, authorities in Kyiv must im- 
mediately start a process of public consultation as part 
of the reform. 

Moscow, which has been lobbying for a decentral- 
ized federation that would allow regions to determine 
their own economic and foreign policies, has com- 
plained that the reform process lacks transparency. 

“The participants underlined the importance of eco- 
nomic and financial stability in Ukraine and would be 
ready to discuss additional support as the above steps 
are implemented.” 

Ukraine’s economy has been severely hit by the crisis. 

Acting Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk has 
warned that his country is on the brink of economic 
and financial bankruptcy. 

The Finance Ministry says Ukraine needs $35 bil- 
lion over the next two years to avoid default. 

The International Monetary Fund announced a res- 
cue package worth $18 billion last month. The United 
States and European countries have pledged addition- 
al contributions, putting the total aid at $27 billion. 

Kerry and Lavroy both said after the Geneva meet- 
ing that additional measures may be taken to stabilize 
the Ukrainian economy, but stopped short of unveiling 
concrete measures. 


sponsor of terrorism 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)}—Putin’s Russia has become what the US 
Department of State calls a “state sponsor of terrorism.” 

Here’s how: After the Anschluss of Crimea, Putin had three options. 
He could invade all or parts of Ukraine, or hope that pro-Russian dem- 
onstrators would flood Ukraine’s streets and assert their “people power.” 
The first option has not been pursued, perhaps because it’s too risky. The 
second failed, as the vast majority of Ukraine’s southeastern citizens have 
remained indifferent or opposed to unification with Russia. 

That left Putin with one remaining option: terrorism. 

Here’s why Putin’s Russia qualifies as a state sponsor of terrorism. Ac- 
cording to Section 2656f(d) of Title 22 of the United States Code: 

(1) the term “international terrorism” means terrorism involving cit- 
izens or the territory of more than one country; 

(2) the term “terrorism” means premeditated, politically motivated vio- 
lence perpetrated against non-combatant targets by sub-national groups 
or clandestine agents; and 

(3) the term “terrorist group” means any group practicing, or which 
has significant subgroups which practice, international terrorism. 

There is overwhelming evidence of Russia’s direct and indirect in- 
volvement in the violence that rocked several eastern Ukrainian cities on 
April 12-13. Russian intelligence agents and spetsnaz special forces are 
directly involved; the weapons and uniforms worn by the terrorists are 
of Russian origin (a point made by the US ambassador to Kyiv, Geoffrey 
Pyatt); and the assaults on government buildings in Slavyansk, Mariupol, 
Makiivka, Kharkiv, Yenakievo, Druzhkivka, Horlivka, Krasny Lyman, 
and Kramatorsk were clearly coordinated by Russian intelligence. As EU 
High Representative Catherine Ashton delicately put it in a statement: 

“J am gravely concerned about the surge of actions undertaken by armed 
individuals and separatist groups in various cities of Eastern Ukzaine.... 
I reiterate the EU’s strong support for Ukraine’s unity, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity and call upon Russia to do so as well. To this end, the 
Russian Federation is urged to call back its troops from the Ukrainian 
border and to cease any further actions aimed at destabilizing Ukraine.” 

Former NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe Wesley Clark was 
blunter, stating that the attacks were not spontaneous and represented the 
second stage of Russia’s plan to occupy Ukraine (the first being the oc- 
cupation of Crimea). 

Does the behavior of the pro-Russian forces in eastern Ukraine involve 
“premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against non- 
combatant targets”? Obviously. Does this violence involve “citizens or 
the territory of more than one country”? Yes, it does. The violence there- 
fore qualifies as international terrorism, and its perpetrators are obviously 
“terrorist groups.” 

By the way, the European Union’s far more detailed definition of “ter- 
rorist acts” should dispel any lingering doubts one may have had that the 
violence in eastern Ukraine qualifies as terrorist: 

“Terrorist acts” mean intentional acts which, given their nature or con- 
text, may seriously damage a country or international organization and 
which are defined as an offence under national law. These include: 

* attacks upon а person’s life which may cause death; 

° attacks upon the physical integrity of a person; 

» kidnapping or hostage taking; 

* causing extensive destruction to a Government or public facility, a 
transport system, an infrastructure facility; 

г seizure of aircraft, ships or other means of public or goods transport; 

« manufacture, possession, acquisition, transport, supply or use of 
weapons, explosives, or of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons, 

г participating in the activities of a terrorist group, including by supply- 
ing information or material resources, or by funding its activities in any 
way, with knowledge of the fact that such participation will contribute to 
the criminal activities of the group. 

In order for these acts to constitute terrorist acts, they must be car- 
ried out with the aim of seriously intimidating a population, or unduly 
compelling a Government or an international organization to perform or 
abstain from performing any act, or seriously destabilizing or destroying 
the fundamental political, constitutional, economic or social structures of 
a country or an international organization. 

In light of Russia’s direct and indirect promotion of international ter- 
rorism in eastern Ukraine, Russia obviously qualifies as a “state sponsor 
of terrorism” and, after formally being declared as such, must be im- 
mediately subjected to the sanctions the United States is legally bound to 
impose on state sponsors of terrorism. (Naturally, the EU should follow 
suit.) Here’s the State Department: 

Countries determined by the Secretary of State to have repeatedly pro- 
vided support for acts of international terrorism are designated pursuant 
to three laws: section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act, section 40 of 
the Arms Export Control Act, and section 620A of the Foreign Assistance 
Act. Taken together, the four main categories of sanctions resulting from 
designation under these authorities include restrictions on U.S. foreign 
assistance; a ban on defense exports and sales; certain controls over ex- 
ports of dual use items; and miscellaneous financial and other restric- 
tions. 

Designation under the above-referenced authorities also implicates 
other sanctions laws that penalize persons and countries engaging in cer- 
tain trade with state sponsors. Currently there are four countries desig- 
nated under these authorities: Cuba, Iran, Sudan and Syria. 

That list should now consist of five rogue countries — unless, of 
course, both Washington and Brussels prefer to supplement their weak- 
kneed response to Putin’s violation of international norms with an im- 
plicit endorsement of terrorism. 


PRICE OES 


Some of the portraits.on exhibit 


Pro Coro Canada ts proud to announce a new CD 
A live recording of the concert with guest conductor 
Mark Bailey at the McDougall United Church 


in February 2010, with bonus tracks from Bailey’s 
second concert with Pro Coro in October 2011. 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Women’s Organization and the 
Ukrainian National Federation put 
on an exhibit dedicated to the 200" 
anniversary of the birth of Taras 
Shevchenko during their pre-Easter 
bazaar, held at the UNF Hall in Ed- 
monton, April 5-6. 

This was done in coordination 
with three museums — the Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada, Alberta Branch; 
the Ukrainian Catholic women’s 
League of Canada Museum, Ed- 
monton Eparchy and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Archives and Museum of 
Canada, who all loaned some of their 
Shevchenko items for the display. 

In addition to the contributions 
of the three museums, members of 
the community also loaned some 
items from their own private col- 
lections. 

Exhibit organizer Tamara Voroti- 


CANADA 


The CD features medieval chants and sacred a cappella works 
by Ukrainian composers from the 17th and 18th centuries. 


Повідомляємо про випуск нового компакт-диску духовної музики 
українських композиторів у виконанні професійного хору «Про Коро Канада», 
під спонсорством Шевченківської Фундації та приватних меценатів. 


The Heart of Kyiv CD із available for purchase 
on the Pro Coro website ог by contacting the office. 


т 780 420 1247 | 309 10113 104 Street NW | EDMONTON AB Т5) 1A1 
thechoir@procoro.ab.ca | www.procoro.ab.ca 


www.cheremosh.ca/festival 
festival@cheremosh.ca 


See the Best of the Prairies at ih 
Finale Show of Stars 


Sunday at З pm | Tickets $15 


lenko said the exhibit was highly 
successful with a lot of participa- 
tion from the community. 

Other members of the organ- 
izing committee included Elaine 
Harasymiw, Nadia Cyncar, George 
Yopyk, UNF Edmonton President 
Mykola Vorotilenko, UWO Ed- 
monton President Slava Yopyk and 
Maria Vorotilenko who organized 
the concerts. 

Performers included the 
Dzherelo Children’s Theatre, the 
Trembita School of Ukrainian 
Dance, the MY Ukrainian Dance 
Academy, the Verkhovyna School 
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PHOTOS - MARCO LEVYTSKY 


The Ruta Vocal and Instrumental Group 


Shevchenko exhibit 
held at UNF Hall 


of Ukrainian Dance, the Ruta Vocal 
and Instrumental Group, Chumak 
and Cheremshyna Dancers the Pi- 
ast Polish Dance School, Mitchell 
Palahniuk on tsymbaly and Oles 
Zmiyewsky on accordion. 

Masters of Ceremony were Sofia 
Semenko and Kateryna Luzanac. 

Other feature and activities in- 
cluded a pysanka workshop led by 
Dr. Natalia Kononenko, a pre-Eas- 
ter bakes sale as well as Marusia’s 
kitchen. 

Tamara Vorotilenko added she 


would like to thank everyone who 
made this event a success. 


Ukrainian Doctor Tetyana Vihovska, learns how to write her first pysanka 
while visiting her family in Edmonton. “I was always fascinated with 
pysanky, but at the same time I had no clue how do you write them. How 
can you get all of those colours? I had no idea that you start backwards 
and that it is a very lengthy process. I will have to research if there are 
workshops like this in my hometown Lutsk, Volyn region. Thank you 
Ukrainian National Federation for this opportunity!” she said. Pictured 
above Tetyana Vihovska (seated) with her daughter Yanina Vihovska. 
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St Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble and Choir 


St Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 
holds Musical Lenten Reflection 


(UkrNews)--St Nicholas Man- 
dolin Ensemble along with a choir 
performed a Musical Lenten Re- 
flection at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Edmonton, 
April 13. 

“The intent is to provide some 
kind of different Lenten Mission 
for the churches,” explained Man- 
dolin Ensemble Conductor Larry 
Pshyk. 

“The idea is to basically share 
the word, allow for people to come 
to the church and to think about 
their own spirituality in the context 
of song and Scripture,” he added. 


A total of 15 religious numbers 
were performed — combining both 


They were song both in Ukrain- 
ian and English. 

Soloists included Irene Feder- 
kewcyh, Ksenia Maryniak, Eu- 
gene Kozak, Natalia Onyschuk, 
Radomir Bilash and Mark Gowda, 
who also sang a duet with his wife, 
Larissa. 

The objection of Musical Lenten 
Reflection was to pray for peace 
and Phyllis Kobitowich served as 
narrator throughout the evening, 
reading Scripture passages. 

Special dedications were made to 
former mandolin ensemble mem- 
ber Yaroslav Kolomijchuk who 
passed away that same morning 
as well as for St. Nicholas Pastor 


instrumental pieces as well as vocal 
ones with the choir. 


Fr. Julian Bilyj’s grandmother who 
passed away a few days earlier. 


St. Michael’s 
Cemetery vandalized 


(UkrNews)--Sixty six monuments were vandalized at St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery during the night of April 8-9. 

“We were obviously shocked by the extent of the damage,” said Cst. 
Liam Watson with EPS Northeast Division. “It transpired that there were 
in fact 66 items of personal grave site artefacts, headstones, flowers, lan- 
terns strewn across the cemetery.” 

Police estimate the cost of the damage and restoration will be between 
$50,000 and $75,000. 

“There’s no rhyme or reason to this mindless vandalism, which appears 
to be random, and possibly the work of several destructive individuals who 
had nothing better to do,” said Watson, as reported by Global News. 

“We're looking at a concerted effort by some individuals to create 
significant damage апа —I would hope — completely unaware of the huge 
emotional impact on the families.” 

Watson said there have been 10 incidents of cemetery vandalism in Ed- 
monton in the last three years, but added that this one is likely the worst. 

“I don’t think anything on this scale.” 

“Personally, I was very saddened,” Watson said. “The emotions behind 
each grave... each one’s a family member, each one’s a loved one.” 


The ensemble, which was found- 
ed in 1980 by then St. Nicholas 
Pastor Fr. Nicholas Diadio, recent- 
ly launched its commemorative 
book “Mandolin Mosaic: Roots... 
Stories... Songs” to a standing- 
room audience of over 300 at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Par- 
ish Hall. 

The handsome full-colour 
glossy, hardcover volume contains 
a brief history and many anecdotes 
of the life style of the early Ukrain- 
ian settlers to Canada, information 
about the mandolin instrument, 
the story of the ensemble from its 
beginnings to the present and over 
40 Ukrainian folk songs with lyrics 
and CD’s. 

It is distributed free of charge. 
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Cemetery spokesperson Ed Hladunewich told Ukrainian News most of |)” 


the monuments were just pushed over and were put back by workers at 
Edmonton Granite, who donated their labour. 
However eight monuments will have to be repaired at an average cost of 
about $8,000 each. This cost will have to be borne by the deceased’s’ families. 
Hladunewich suggested families who wish to be protected against such dam- 
age should put a rider into their insurance policies covering the monuments. 


Tatar leader barred from Crimea until 2019 


RFE/RL)—Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev has been barred from 
entering Crimea for the next five years. A spokeswoman for the Mejlis, the 
Crimean Tatars’ assembly, said Dzhemilev was informed he was persona 
non grata until 2019 as he crossed to mainland Ukraine early on April 22. 
The order came three days after he was briefly detained at a checkpoint 
while entering Crimea. Dzhemilev has accused Crimea’s new pro-Russian 
government of overseeing what he says is a campaign of repression against 
Crimean Tatars since the peninsula was annexed by Russia. 
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Турчинов обговорює 
з регіоналами 
меморандум злагоди 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 
У фракції Партії регіонів сподіваються, 
що влада погодиться зафіксувати на папері 
свою згоду на виконання низки вимог 
нинішньої опозиції, зокрема, щодо надан- 
ня російській мові особливого статусу. Про 
це Радіо Свобода повідомила регіонала 
Ганна Герман. Так вона прокоментувала 
повідомлення сайту Верховної Ради про те, 
що виконувач обов'язків президента Олек- 
сандр Турчинов обговорив з фракціями 
укладення Меморандуму з питань мирного 
врегулювання ситуації у східних регіонах. 
Україні | потрібен компроміс, a 
підписання меморандуму злагоди по- 
слабить позиції сепаратистів, переконує 
Радіо Свобода депутат від Партії регіонів 
Ганна Герман. 3a ii словами багато жителів 
Сходу країни відійдуть від підтримки 
сепаратистів щойно пересвідчаться, що 
Київ дослухається до їхніх побажань. 
«Якщо дати людям можливість обирати 
собі губернаторів, наприклад, вирішувати 
яку частину податків залишати на місцях, 
якщо людям піти на зустріч у питанні мови 
російської - це дасть нам можливість по- 
збавити сепаратистів підтримки широко- 
го загалу населення. Якщо би нам вдалося 
підписати, ми би говорили про реальні шля- 
хи врегулювання ситуації», - каже Герман. 
За словами Герман, безкомпромісною з цьо- 
го приводу лишається позиція фракції партії 
«Свобода», і це наразі не дозволило узгодити 
документ, але робота над ним триває. 
Депутат від «Свободи» Андрій Іллєнко 
запевняє, що ті пункти меморандуму, які 
регіонали | називають  компромісними, 
насправді означають реалізацію агресивної 
політики Кремля щодо України. А сама ідея 
меморандуму відволікає від обговорення 


насправді необхідних заходів, наголошує ІНВеС 


свободівець. 

«Коли зрадники України вважають, що 
ми — головна перешкода їхній діяльності 
- це визнання, Я не розумію який може 
бути референдум з «п'ятою колоною». 
Вони не соромляться висловлювати аб- 
солютно антиукраїнські сепаратистські 
заяви і виправдовувати тероризм, який 
здійснюється сьогодні Росією. Друга дер- 
жавна мова російська і тому подібне - це 
по суті реалізація Путіна. Зараз набага- 
то більш актуальне питання - це питан- 
ня люстрації. Тут є більший потенціал 
для покращення ситуації в країні», - 
наголошує Іллєнко. 

Пошук шляху до об'єднання зусиль 
влади й опозиції у стабілізації ситуації в 
державі можна оцінювати лише позитив- 
но, вважає політолог Олександр Палій. 

Водночас буде не просто вихолостити 
з документу норми які матимуть на меті 
легітимізувати ідеї, які підкидатимуть 
агенти Росії, зауважує експерт. 

«У нормальному суспільстві і влада, і 
опозиція є патріотичними. Але у нас це, 
на жаль, зовсім не так. Частина Партії 
регіонів є державними зрадниками і 
навіть не приховують цього. А є части- 
на, яка розуміє, що їй жити у цій країні, 
що їй треба співпрацювати насамперед з 
народом України. З цією частиною, яка 
може бути лояльною, треба працювати, 
тим більше, у такий складний момент», — 
зазначає Палій. 

Як розповіли депутати, нині у процесі 
обговорення | меморандуму злагоди 
перерва. Про дату наступного payH- 
ду переговорів між парламентськими 
фракціями не повідомляли. 


Путін вжезнайшов зрадника - Добкіна? 


Валерія Дубова, Радіо Свобода 

Члени Партії регіонів кажуть, що криза 
на Донеччині - підвищення протестних 
настроїв в регіоні і запевняють, що ці 
дії широко підтримує населення. Водно- 
час вони відмежовуються від озброєних 
сепаратистів. 

Народний депутат, член Партії регіонів 
Тетяна Бахтеєва розповіла Радіо Свобода, 
що члени партії вступили з протестуваль- 
никами у переговори. 

«У вихідні дні до Донецька прибула 
величезна кількість протестувальників з 
інших міст та районів Донецької області. 
Вчора і сьогодні у нас були зустрічі з 
тими, хто знаходиться у будівлі ОДА, з 
активістами. Зібрались депутати, які зараз 
в Донецьку, з активістами, що є в будівлі. 
Але сказати, що у них є конкретна ціль, 
я не можу. Основне, вони наполягають 
на терміновому референдумі в області, 
хоча ми пояснюємо, що законодавчо це 
неможливо. Ми намітили план на завтра, 
бо ми сьогодні не домовились остаточно 
- їх викликали по телефону, там серйоз- 
на ситуація, вона загострюється у них 
всередині серед присутніх, навіть до бійки 
дійшло. Незвично бачити таку ситуацію». 

Щодо того, хто ці озброєні люди на ву- 
лицях різних міст області, Тетяна Бахтеєва 

каже, що не має чіткої інформації. 

«Я не можу сказати точно, хто ці люди. 
Сьогодні один в будівлі представився мені 
з Полтавської області. Якщо це тероризм 
- треба йти з військовим роззброєнням. 
Ми сьогодні намагались наполягти на 
мирному вирішенню питання», — зазначи- 
ла народний депутат. 

При цьому дехто припускає, що Партія 
регіонів причетна до заворушень на 
Донеччині. Йдеться про те, що для же- 
невських переговорів про майбутнє 
України, які мають відбутися наступного 
тижня, президент Росії Володимир Путін 
шукає союзника, яким, ймовірно, може 
стати регіонал Михайло Добкін. 


«По суті, Володимир Путін шукає 
зрадника, готового представити «іншу 
Україну». Ім'я цього зрадника вже на- 
звано - це Михайло Добкін. Ситуація 
посилюється тим, що вже зараз є достатньо 
підстав вважати, що події в Слов'янську, 
Донецьку та Луганську фінансуються з 
кишені сина колишнього лідера Партії 
регіонів - Олександра Януковича. У будь- 
якому випадку кожна хвилина мовчання 
самого Добкіна, Партії регіонів, яка його 
висунула і її головного спонсора - Ріната 
Ахметова - вже є сприянням політиці Во- 
лодимира Путіна», - зазначає відомий 
журналіст Мустафа Найєм. Підтвердження 
даних із незалежних джерел про таке 
фінансування сепаратизму немає. 

Тим часом Добкін раніше заявив, що 
українська влада нічого не робить, щоб 
зняти напругу на Сході. «Усі її дії - це ви- 
ключно реакція на будь-які протистояння. 
Немає сьогодні спроби через конструктив 
налагодити діалог. Є спроба показати, що 
влада сильна, здатна за допомогою сило- 
вих структур розібратися, але для цього 
не потрібно багато знань», - зазначив Ми- 
хайло Добкін. 

Місцеві представники партії, зі свого 
боку, наполягають, що треба домовляти- 
ся з протестувальниками. Сергій Богачов, 
секретар Донецької міської ради і член 
Партії регіонів, розповів Радіо Свобода 
про своє доволі оптимістичне бачення. 

«Ви бачите, що протестний рух 
збільшується, ми, для того, щоб проте- 
сти були почуті, створюємо переговор- 
ну групу, щоб врегулювати конфлікт на 
території міста. Хто ці озброєні люди, я 
не маю інформації. Для мене зрозуміло 
одне - багато з того, що робиться i 
пропонується зробити протестувальни- 
ками, наприклад, створення «Донецької 
народної республіки» - для мене це не- 
припустимо, але я роблю все можливе, 
щоб з мітингувальниками, що без зброї, 
нічого не сталось». 
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З Росії стрімко 
витікають 


(Голос Америки) -Анексія Росією 
Криму і триваюча нестабільність у східній 
Україні негативно впливають на російську 
економіку. Міністр фінансів Росії Антон 
Силуанов заявив, що російська економіка 
цього року може не показати ніякого зро- 
стання взагалі, а раніше визнав, що при- 
чини відтоку капіталу з Росії пов'язані з 
нестабільністю в регіоні. 

«Існуючий відтік капіталу знижує 
можливості для зростання інвестицій 
і економіки, що створює ризики 
незбалансованості бюджетів. При цьому 
основною причиною відтоку капіталу є 
невизначеність розвитку геополітичної 
ситуації», заявив Силуанов. 

За останній місяць вартість російських 
акцій знизилася на 10 відсотків. Осла- 
блення рубля, який втратив уже до 9-ти 
відсотків своєї вартості, призвело до 
підвищення цін на імпортні товари, від 
яких сильно залежить російський спо- 
живчий ринок. Крім того, падіння рубля 
прискорює відтік капіталу з Росії. 

За останніми даними, за тиждень з 10 
по 16 квітня відтік коштів з фондів, що 
інвестують в російські активи склав 161 
млн. доларів. З фондів, орієнтованих на 
регіон ЕМЕА ( Європа , Близький Схід, 
Африка ) інвестори вивели за тиждень 
280 млн. доларів, причому левова частка 
цієї суми припала на Росію. 

Під впливом прийнятих США i ЄС 
економічних санкцій, за перші 3 місяці 
поточного року з Росії було вивезено 
більше капіталу, ніж за весь 2013-й рік. 
Згідно з прогнозами, до кінця року Росію 
може покинути коштів на загальна суму 
100 мільярдів доларів. 

Треба зауважити, що санкції США 
та Європейського союзу поки прийняті 
тільки щодо кількох десятків чиновників 
і бізнесменів. Перспектива прийняття 
Заходом більш широких санкцій, у разі 
продовження агресії з боку Росії, таких як 
бойкот російського газу і нафти, змушує 
інвесторів виводити гроші за кордон. 

Економіст | Андрей Нечаєв був 
міністром економіки Росії в 1992-1993 ро- 
ках. Вінзгоден , що ситуація в Україні, яка 
переживає політичну кризу в результаті 
зміни влади після багатомісячних анти- 
урядових протестів, згубно впливає на 
російську економіку. 

«Дуже багато залежить від того, чи 
прийме Захід новий раунд санкції або ж за- 
лишить їх на нинішньому, косметичному 
рівні», розповів «Голосу Америки» Нечаєв. 

За словами економіста, ще до по- 
чатку  антиурядових демонстрацій B 
Україні і анексії Криму Росією, ситуація 
в російській економіці була далеко не 
найбільш благополучною. 

«Протягом всього 2013-го стійко зни- 
жувалися темпи економічного зростання, 
незважаючи на сприятливі ціни на нафту. 
Цього року незалежно від санкцій Захо- 
ду і ситуації в Україні темпи зростання 
прогнозувалися максимум в діапазоні І 
відсотка», зауважує економіст. 

У період після російської анексії в 
економіці спостерігається зниження 
обсягів інвестицій, а відтік капіталу по- 
силився. 

«Незалежно від ситуації в Україні, 
влада повинна була вжити серйозні за- 
ходи з нормалізації ситуації в економіці 
та створення умов для поліпшення 
інвестиційного клімату», підкреслює 
Нечаєв. 


тиційні гроші 


Наслідки санкцій Заходу, з яки- 
ми Росія зіткнулася після агресії по 
відношенню до України, дуже серйозні, 
вважає Александр Абрамов , професор 
кафедри фондового ринку Національно 
дослідницького інституту «Вища школа 
економіки». 

«Багато в чому спад в економіці, 
який отримала Росія, був викликаний 
невизначеністю, яка була породжена 
подіями в Криму. Однак, російський уряд 
також досить невизначено поводиться 
в розробці та імплементації стратегій 
економічної політики» - розповідає Голо- 
су Америки Абрамов. 

Експерт вважає, що в майбутньому 
Росії належить подумати про серйозні 
кроки в напрямку мінімізації впливу 
санкцій Заходу. 

«Багато рішень іноземних інвесторів, 
що працюють в Росії або в регіоні, ба- 
зуються Ha негативних очікуваннях. 
Інвестори бояться можливих санкцій 
у майбутньому. У зв'язку з цим, багато 
інвесторів просто очікують розв'язки 
ситуації, хоча прогнозують різні сценарії, 
аж до самого негативного - міжнародної 
ізоляції Росії. Це сприяє відтоку 
капіталу», підсумовую Абрамов. 

Доктор економічних наук Владіміе 
Шекоян, вашингтонський експерт у галузі 
міжнародних фінансів та економіки, кон- 
сультант Світового Банку. Він вказує, 


що надходження іноземного капіталу. в... 


російську економіку вже скоротився до 
рівня початку 90 -х років. 

Посилаючись на дані 
Мінекономрозвитку, американський 
експерт вважає, що сукупний ефект 
негативних факторів може привести 
до сповільнення річного - зростання 
російського ВВП до 0,695 , а можливо, i 
до зупинки позитивного вектора розвитку 
економіки в цілому. 

Шекоян також відзначає факт ско- 
рочення російських валютних резервів. 
За його даними, до кінця 1- го кварталу 
поточного року втрати склали понад 63 
мільярдів доларів, а в річній перспективі 
за ця цифра може скласти більше 200 
мільярдів доларів. 

Навіть за умови достатнього запасу 
золотовалютних резервів у Росії, існує 
ймовірність обвалення цін на нафту та 
інші енергоносії , якщо США зважать- 
ся продати частину своїх стратегічних 
запасів. Схоже, саме цю санкцію в 
Міністерстві фінансів РФ вважають 
однією з найбільш небезпечних, пропо- 
нуючи закладати в бюджет низькі ціни на 
нафту і не роздувати урядові витрати . 

Ще один фактор, який на думку Ше- 
кояна зможе боляче вдарити по бізнес 
інтересам російських компаній і приват- 
них підприємців, що діють за кордоном, 
це відмова провідних світових фінансово- 
кредитних компаній від обслуговування 
російських кредитних карток. 

Росія немає своєї міжнародної 
карткової системи, тому Мінфін має намір 
запропонувати росіянам використовувати 
для розрахунків і платежів національну 
платіжну систему, яка цілком ймовірно 
буде використовуватися тільки в Росії. 

Шекоян вважає, що негативні наслідки 
введення санкцій проти Росії з часом 
лише посиляться, вихід російського 
капіталу і товарів на західні ринки буде 
обмеженим, а прихід іноземного капіталу 
на російський ринок буде мінімальним. 
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St. Michael 5 volunteers 


t. Michael’s honours its volunteers 


St. Michael’s honours volunteers 

(SMHG/UkrNews)—April 14 
St. Michael’s Health Group held 
a Volunteer Appreciation event to 
celebrate its volunteers. The theme 
of this year’s event was “Hats off 
to our Volunteers”. A wonderful 
dinner, program and awards cere- 
mony was held in the Heritage 
Hall. Guests included Councillor 
Tony Caterina and radio personal- 
ity Jackie Rae Greening. 

Guest speaker was Rev. Dr. 
RMA. Sandy Scott, the new Pas- 
toral Care Coordinator for St. Mi- 
chael’s who related his experiences 
as military chaplain in Afghanistan 
from 2009 to 2010. 

This included the heartwarming 
story of a young boy, Abdul, whose 
father Abdullah, who peddled fuel. 

One day when Abdullas was away, 
Abdul attempted to light a fire, but 
spilled some fuel on himself and was 
burned from chest to chin. 

His chin was fused to his neck, 
his shoulders were hunched for- 


ward and he was full of infections, 
said Rev. Scott. 

He was taken to a military hospi- 
tal where plastic surgery was per- 
formed on him and after funds were 
raised from soldiers and Scott’s 
congregation in Saskatchewan to 
allow his father to stay with him, 
Abdul was taken to the Shriner’s 
Hospital in Cinicinnati were fur- 
ther surgery was performed. 

Showing the picture of the re- 
habilitated Abdul, Rev. Scott stated: 
“Look at that. That’s a miracle folks 
That doesn’t happen by accident. 
That’s what love can do. That’s what 
volunteers can do. That’s what you 
do every day in small ways, in big 
ways, and in various ways. Under- 
lying the presence of God even in the 
midst of suffering and pain, we still 
have hope and we know miracles 
can happen. 

St. Michael’s Health group, a 
non-profit seniors long term care 
and housing provider, is honoured 
to have over 200 active volunteers 


Rev. Dr. RMA. Sandy Scott 


in their Edmonton locations and 
dozens more in their rural sites. 
Volunteers enhance the quality of 
life of the residents through the 
various activities and tasks they do. 
This reduces their isolation, there- 
by making their lives more mean- 


ingful and stimulating. 

Volunteers also assist in on-site 
in different programs in: Recrea- 
tion, Occupational Therapy Pas- 
toral Care, Resident Care, General 
Services, and Adult Day Support. 

St. Michael’s Health group is 
proud to partner with various social 
agencies (such as Goodwill, Chrys- 
alis, Selections, Primrose Group) 
that bring their clients to our facili- 
ties as volunteers. Many of them 
have physical and mental challen- 
ges of their own but St. Michael’s 
welcomes them with open arm. 
Their clients contribute greatly to 
the wellbeing of the residents. 

Youth volunteers are an import- 
ant part of St. Michaels’ programs 
and young volunteers from various 
schools from around the city arrive 
weekly to help out. Volunteers from 
post-secondary institutions are also 
frequently seen at St. Michaels’ fa- 
cilities. 

The Friends of St. Michael’s So- 
ciety of Edmonton is also a large 


part of the organization’s success. 
This is a group of individuals that 
assists in funding support through 
working numerous bingos and the 
occasional casino. Funds from 
these activities are used for recrea- 
tion, socialization, wellness and 
leisure activities for the residents 
of St. Michael’s facilities, for out- 
reach community services and as- 
sisting in the purchase of equip- 
ment and material for the residents 
of the facilities. 

Some volunteers have been with 
St. Michael’s for decades. One such 
volunteer, Bill Pente, has logged 
34,215 hour of volunteering since 
he first started! 

St. Michael’s Health Group is 
blessed to have so many caring, 
dedicated and kind individuals who 
give their time and talents to the 
seniors in St. Michaels’ care. On 
this, their annual Volunteer Appre- 
ciation event, they say “Hats Off 
to their Volunteers” and a heartfelt 
thank you! 


Emotional Shevchenko concert held in Calgary 


By Halya Wilson 

The Calgary Branch of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress gathered its community on 
March 9, to honour the 200th Anniversary of 
the Birth of Taras Shevchenko at the church 
hall of the ABVM Church. 

After greetings from Halya Wilson, Past 
President of UCC Calgary and the concert 
coordinator, the joint choirs of the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Congregation and the Korinnya 
Folk Ensemble under the direction of Lilya 
Kindzer launched the program with Shey- 
chenko’s Testament/Zapovit. Following 
traditions in March the world over, beautiful 
voices from children of Ridna Shkola, As- 
sumption Parish and Plast recited many of 
Shevchenko’s most popular poems. Oksana 
Dawid, school director introduced Ridna 
Shkola and Roman Storoshchuk, Plast Cal- 
gary. Andriy Yevtushenko, wrote and per- 
formed Shevchenko’s The Prayer/Molytva 
to the sounds of his guitar. The poster and 
200 year backdrop for the celebration was 
designed by Danylo Moussienko. 

A very original and moving entry for the 
anniversary which corresponded with the 
events happening in Ukraine was one of the 
highlights. In her introduction to the play/ 
visual production, Nataliya Markevych 
wrote and directed, she spoke of Shev- 
chenko as not only a great Ukrainian poet, 
writer, playwright, artist, painter and public 
and political figure, but that he was revered 
as a prophet by our Ukrainian nation. He 
described the events of the past, our future, 
and our present. When Shevchenko returned 
to Ukraine he was shocked that there was 
even more slavery, and brutal injustice, had 


Ridna Shkola perform. 
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he come home 200 years after his birth, he 
would have seen similar events happening. 
The struggle for independence and freedom 
of Ukraine continues to this day. 

Nataliya’s program was based on famous 
works of Taras Shevchenko with attention in 
the form of songs, poetry, recitation and video 
materials accompanied by contemporary and 
historical events happening on the Maidan 


and Ukraine today. Nataliya added, “As we 
have seen, freedom is not without a struggle, 
innocent blood is being shed, with God on 
our side, who can be against us.” Nataliya 
asked those present to stand and honour the 
memory of the Fallen Heroes of the Maidan. 
As the poetry was recited and songs were 
sung the screen showed the events of the last 
5 months in Ukraine. The visual presentation 


was prepared by Tetiana Chekhovych, with 
technical support of Mykhailo Moussienko 
and Olexandr Melysh. 

Poetry such as Kavkaz, recited by sisters 
Oksana Dawid and Nataliya Melysh, Rozry- 
ta Mohyla by Merited Artist of Ukraine, Thor 
Bohdan, Son/Dream by Natilya Markevysh, 
Мапа Melysh, Oksana Kravchuk and Teti- 
ana Chekhovych to name only a few, were 
exquisitely recited. Ever memorable songs 
of Shevchenko’s, Dumy Moyee, Sontse 
Nyzen’ko sung by the ABVM/Surma, 
Shkola children’s choir and Polechko Polee 
by Thor Bohdan brought tears to the eyes 
of those present as the screen showed cor- 
responding events in Ukraine. The hall was 
never so still during a performance. For the 
grand finale, the youth and parents from the 
Ukrainian Youth Association CYM Calgary 
came on stage waving Ukrainian Flags and 
singing the contemporary rap version of 
Roman Polikrovskiy’s, Shche ne Vmerla, 
Ukraina, followed by the most resounding 
performance of Reve ta Stohne, conducted 
by Iryna Kalinovich. It was the most emo- 
tional Shevchenko Concert Calgary has seen 
in its history. Never feeling more united, we 
then quickly drove down to our City Hall for 
the fourth of our rallies to see our Ukrainian 
flag which was raised from March 7 — 16 in 
appreciation of the freedom we are blessed 
with living in Canada for over 120 years 
now. Culturally our community has grown 
with the talents of so many of our :iembers 
who have arrived in Canada in the last 22 
years. It has been a pleasure working with 
them, bringing a smidgen of Ukraina with 
them to our concerts. Observing what is go- 
ing on in Ukraine is heart breaking for us all. 
Slava Ukraini, 
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Сюмар: план штурму |Софія Фредро-Шептицька заслуговує 
на беатифікацію -- Церква 


парламенту лягає у 
плани Москви 


(Радіо Свобода) -Плани штур- 
му Верховної Ради, про які за- 
явили в 14 квітня увечері деякі 
активісти в Києві, дуже добре ля- 
гають у плани дестабілізації i Cxo- 
ду, i Центру України, якими Мо- 
сква готує грунт для інтервенції, 
заявила заступник секретаря Ради 
національної безпеки і оборони 
Вікторія Сюмар. 

«Некерований парламент 
означатиме неможливість про- 
ведення ефективних операцій та 
делегітимізацію будь-яких влад- 
них повноважень як парламенту, 
так i уряду. Що далі? Не важ- 
ко уявити. Інтервенцію цілком 
можна пояснити бажанням за- 
безпечити стабільність у країні, 
де немає влади і є громадянське 
протистояння», — написала вона 
у фейсбуці. 

За її словами, сигнали, які над- 
ходять із Москви у відповідь на 
рішення РНБО про антитеро- 
ристичну операцію, достатньо 
невтішні - починаючи від заяв 
МЗС Росії про недопущення 
використання Збройних сил до 
заяви прес-секретаря президен- 
та Росії Владіміра Путіна про те, 


Намір Росії ініціювати 


Вікторія Ci юмар 


що «надходить дуже багато звер- 
нень зі Східної України, адресо- 
ваних Путіну, з проханням втру- 
титися в тій чи іншій формі». 

Як повідомила Вікторія Сюмар, 
14 квітня під вечір рішення РНБО 
залучити до антитерористичної 
операції армію було підписане, а 
в голови Верховної Ради, викону- 
вача обов'язків президента Олек- 
сандра Турчинова відбулася на- 
рада для узгодження всіх питань, 
пов'язаних із переміщенням 
Збройних сил, та інших деталей 
операції. 


донькою  Фредрів, 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 
110 років тому 14 квітня по- 
мерла Софія Фредро-Шептицька 
- жінка, яка подарувала світові 
й Церкві митрополита Андрея 
Шептицького. Донька відомого 
польського драматурга  Алек- 
сандра Фредра. У львівському 
історичному архіві зберігаються 
сотні неопублікованих листів 
Софії до сина. Нині також ідеться 
про необхідність розпочати 
беатифікаційний процес, тобто 
проголошення новомученицею, 
Софії з Фредрів Шептицької. 
«Моє життя не було легке, ані 
світове, ані може веселе», - писа- 


ла про себе Софія Фредро у 1894 
році. Про цю непересічну. жінку 


збереглись спогади професора 
Станіслава Тарновського, який 
називає її «скристалізованою мо- 
ральною досконалістю». 

Софія народилась 20 травня 
1837 року і була наймолодшою 
улюблени- 
цею батька, який плекав у ній 


талант художниці. Софія мала 
гарних вчителів, зокрема чесь- 


кого художника Йозефа Свободу, 
який намалював портрет малої 
Софійки «Дівчинка і суниці». 
Митрополит Шептицький дуже 


любив цей портрет мами і мав 


його зі собою у палатах на 


Святоюрській горі. 


Малярські праці Софії були 


переважно на релігійну темати- 
ку. Більшість з них були знищені 
у 1939 році більшовиками, які 
спалили родинний маєток у 
Прилбичах. Збереглась її робота 
«Христос пастир». 

Від батька Софія успадкува- 
ла ще й літературний хист, про 


кровопролиття в Україні 
і ввести війська 


(Радіо Свобода)  -Перехоплені українською контррозвідкою пере- 


Андрей Шептицький, Софія Фредро-Шептицька 


другий син Юрій відійшов у 


угий нак дізналась, що син - брат Ан- 
світ вічний у 17 років. Батьки 


говори свідчать про намір Росії допустити кровопролиття в Україні, 
після чого ввести важку техніку на територію країни, заявляє один 
із керівників департаменту контррозвідки СБУ Віталій Найда. 

«Перехоплені переговори свідчать про те, що країна, яка декла- 
рувала себе братською країною... на сьогодні ставить своїми спец- 
призначенцям завдання, щоб з'явилася кров на вулицях наших міст. 
Задокументовано переговори, які свідчать про те, що потрібно вби- 
ти 100-200 людей 1 після цього через півтори години на території 
України з'являться танки і БТР російської армії», - сказав Найда 21 
квітня. 

Раніше в СБУ повідомили, що перехоплені переговори між 
російськими диверсантами свідчать про те, що диверсійними 
акціями на сході України керують кадрові офіцери російської 
військової розвідки, даючи цинічні команди «відкривати вогонь на 
ураження» в бік українських військових. 


Папа закликає зупинити 
насильство в Україні 


(Радіо Свобода) - Папа Франциск закликав на Великдень при- 


пинити насильство в Україні у своїй великодній службі Божій у 


Ватикані. 

У своїй молитві він попросив Бога «осяяти й надихнути ініціативи, 
що ведуть до миру в Україні». 

Папа також закликав до миру в усьому світі. 


Він попросив присутніх на площі Святого Петра близько 150 ти- 
сяч людей молитися за тих, хто потерпає в таких конфліктах, як у 
Сирії, Нігерії, Іраку, Південному Судані а також між палестинцями 


й ізраїльтянами. 


оголосили в розшук 


(Радіо Свобода--Служба безпеки України оголосила в роз- 
шук (Олександра Януковича, старшого сина екс-президента 
Віктора Януковича. Про це повідомляється на сайті Міністерства 
внутрішніх справ України в розділі «Особи, які переховуються від 
органів влади». 

У  сошуковій картці йдеться, що Олександр Янукович 
підозр. ється у скоєнні злочину, передбаченого частиною 2 
статті 366 Кримінального кодексу (службова підробка, підробка 
документів, а також складання й видача неправдивих документів, 
що спричинила тяжкі наслідки). 

Зазначається, що суд видав постанову про дозвіл на затримання 
Олександра Януковича. 


Старшого сина Януковича 


що свідчить її книжка споминів 


«Молодість і покликання отця 


Романа Шептицького». 


Високоосвічена, вільно 


спілкувалась кількома мовами, 


грала на фортепіано, водночас 
скромна i проста Софія Фредро 
у 1861 році повінчалась з графом 
Іваном Шептицьким і подружжя 
мешкало у селі Прилбичі, що на 
Львівщині. У сім'ї було семеро 
синів i мама мала величезний 
вплив на них, особливо на Ро- 
мана, майбутнього митрополита 
Андрея. 

«Не хотілося, щоб склалось 
враження, що Софія найбільше 
любила Романа. Tak, вона 
найбільше про нього писала у 
своїх спогадах, але згадувала 
інших дітей. Зокрема, Климентія 
називала | «наш маленький 
даруночок-пакуночок»», - 
розповідає дослідниця  спад- 
щини Андрея Шептицького, 
науковий працівник історичного 
архіву у Львові Оксана Гайова. 

«Очевидно, вона більше уваги 
звертала на Романа, якого нази- 
вала Ромтухом, бо він ріс дуже 
вразливою 1 чутливою дитиною, 
особливо щодо того, що стосува- 
лось Бога. Софія писала до своєї 
приятельки Ванди Островської, 
що з малим Романом треба уни- 
кати, по можливості, розмов про 
страсті Христові i розп'яття. Бо 
як тільки малий хлопець чує 
про ці страшні події за життя 
Господа, то заливається сльо- 
зами і його довго не можна 
заспокоїти. Можливо, через це 
вона багато уваги у своїх споми- 
нах приділяла митрополитові», — 
додає науковець. 

Мама вміла заглянути у душу 
кожної дитини, пізнати світ 
синів, доля яких не щадила, а 
відповідно і її. Найперший Сте- 
фан помер, не маючи 2 років, 


важко переживали смерть дітей. 
Уже після їхньої смерті, у 1939 
більшовики розстріляли сина Ле- 
она разом із дружиною Ядвігою, 
у 1941 році гестапівці вбили 
сина Олександра, у 1951 році 
у Володимирській в'язниці по- 
мер мученицькою смертю отець 
Климентій, з дому Казимир. Ми- 
трополит Андрей (Роман) помер 
1 листопада 1944 року, передба- 
чаючи руїну церкви. 

«Смерть синів Софія Фредро 
вже споглядала з неба. У 1904 
році вона відійшла у вічність i 
зберігся лист Андрея Шептиць- 
кого до його брата Станіслава, 
де він пише: «Сьогодні або зав- 
тра, як всі з'їдемось, думаємо 
укласти напис для неї на таблиці 
у капличці, колись ще за життя 
просила щоби написати - «Пішла 
у радості до Господа свого i, на- 
певно, що вона, бідацтво кохане, 
заслужила собі на відпочинок 
після такого важкого і твердо- 
го життя». Ці слова свідчать, 
наскільки діти любили свою 
маму наскільки гарно вона їх ви- 
ховала, наскільки не перешкод- 
жали всі ті речі, які діялись між 
поляками та українцями, у повазі 
один до одного, у пошануванні 
поглядів один одного», — наголо- 
сила Оксана Гайова. 

Софія Фредро вважала, що не 
лише діти мають шанувати своїх 
батьків, але й батьки мають по- 
важати вибір і погляди своєї 
дитини. Кілька сотень листів, 
польською і французькою мова- 
ми, Софії Фредро зберігаються 
у Центральному державному 
історичному архіві України у 
Львові. Від 1888 року, коли Ан- 
дрей Шептицький вступив у До- 
бромильський монастир УГКЦ, 
до 1904, року смерті, Софія Фре- 
дро писала йому листи, духовні 
розважання про віру i Бога. Од- 


дрей - тих листів не читає, БО зач 
вважав, що це відволікає його від 
служіння Богові, і мама переста- 
ла їх висилати, але писати про- 
довжувала. Спершу було вказано 
- братові Андрею, потім отцеві, 
єпископу, митрополитові... 
Софія заповіла переслати ці 
духовні роздуми митрополитові 
після | своєї смерті. «Moi 
благословенні реколекції», - 
написав Андрей Шептицький 
на листах своєї матері після її 
смерті... 

Між мамою і дітьми була ве- 
личезна довіра, великий духов- 
ний зв'язок і любов. Відомо, 
що митрополит Андрей, який 
зазнав чимало фізичних і мо- 
ральних терпінь, був неймовірно 
сильною, мужньою і відважною 
людиною. Втім ніхто не бачив, 
щоб митрополит плакав, бо всі 
емоції переживав у собі. Коли 14 
квітня 1904 року померла його 
мама і вся родина з'їхалась у 
Прилбичі, згідно зі збереженими 
споминами тих подій, митропо- 
лит підійшов до домовини мами, 
обійняв її і його плечі здригались 
у величезному плачу. 

Софія Фредро-Шептицька 
була святою жінкою, як матір і 
як особистість, наголошує Окса- 
на Гайова. Відтак є думка, і вже 
відбулась розмова між карди- 
налами УГКЦ Любомиром Гу- 
заром i РКЦ Мар'яном Яворсь- 
ким, що варто було б розпочати 
беатифікаційний процес Софії 
з Фредрів Шептицької, яка є 
унікальним взірцем українсько- 
польського порозуміння. Впер- 
ше у травні відбудеться спільна 
проща греко i римо-католиків 
від садиби Фредрів у селі Виш- 
ня, де поховані батьки Софії, до 
родинного села Шептицьких - 
Прилбичі, де спочивають бать- 
ки митрополита - Софія та Іван 
Шептицькі. 
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Author Jurij Hawryliuk (centre in embroidered shirt) with members of Edmonton's Ukrainian community at the 
launch of his book “From Уоіодутуг 5 Principality to the Curzon Line” at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
on April 12. On his immediate left is Ksenia Maryniak, who translated the English-language section. 


Book explores Ukraine’s 
western borderlands in detail 


Book Review by Halyna Chomiak 
From Volodymyr 5 Principality to the Curzon Line by 
Jurij Hawryliuk 

Jurij Hawryliuk of Bilsk Podlias’ki, Poland is a 
Ukrainian writer, photographer, historian, and jour- 
nalist. He is a member of NSPU the National Writers 
Union of Ukraine. 

He is a graduate of the Jagiellonian University (Kra- 
kow, Poland 1990) and majored in history. Hawryliuk 
was one of the organizers for the revival of the Ukrain- 
ian identity movement in Pidliashshia and in 1983 he 
founded the Pidliashshia Ukrainian publishing house 
“Dumka” (the thought). He worked in the Ukrainian Sci- 
entific and Cultural Center in Krakow from 1991-93 and 
was secretary of the executive board of the Pidliashshia 
Union of Ukrainians from 1993-96. Since 1991 he has 
been an editor of the periodical, “On the Buh and Narva” 
and editor in chief since 2001. He was also president of 
the Pidliashshia Publishers “Osbiva” between 1993 and 
2001. In the 1990’s he was published in various Ukrain- 
ian periodicals and journals entitled “Ukrainian Memor- 
ials” “Historical Antiquities’, “The Weekly Mirror”, 
“The Ukrainian Week”, “The Daily”, a Lviv Newspaper, 
and “The Saturday Post” (Lviv) and more. 

In addition, Hawryliuk is the author of an Anthology 
of Poems, “V nepromynajuchomu Pokhodi” “Through 
the Unpassable way” 1986, and “Geneologies with- 
out a Coat of Arms”, 1988,) , “ Voices of Piliashshia” 
(Paris; L. Zwikau 1999) literary anthologies “Long 
Live Pidliashshia; its experiences and thoughts” 2001, 
and a book of writings, poems, and essays “ The Web 
of Life” 2004 — all published in Bielsk Pidlas’kyj. 

Now Hawryliuk has ventured and successfully writ- 
ten a detailed history of the Ukrainian lands located on 
the borderland of Ukraine and its western neighbors. It 
includes histories of the Lemko, Boyko, Syan, Kholm 
and Pidlyashsha regions. Hawryliuk has made this 
book appealing in that it is written in three languages, 


Ukrainian and Polish simultaneously, with an English 
section in the back. This is the first volume of a two 
volume set. 

It is important to note that Hawryliuk is not only a 
historian who delves into detail and writes about it, 
but because he is a poet and literary writer he also re- 
searches pictorial documents, photographs, drawings, 
maps and original paintings and icons so as to include 
them with the written information. His work takes you 
through time and place. The place is an area that has 
gone through border shifts since the beginning of its 
existence. Although the borders shifted until recently 
the population had remained basically the same. The 
information about this borderland area stretches from 
the 10" to the 20" century. 

The author finds detailed information about the in- 
habitants along the Buh and Syan Rivers. He follows 
their development through the centuries and backs 
it up with illustrations and pictures so it makes for a 
wonderful read. If you know nothing about the area 
and are a history buff, then the information will be 
fascinating. If you are familiar with the area then the 
information will be all the more enjoyable, rewarding 
and a reinforcement of your knowledge. 

Eastern Europe has been a source for discussion and 
argument throughout history. The depiction of this one 
region in particular, as it is presented by Hawryliuk 
will both stimulate your curiosity and answer many 
questions that are misleading or confusing. An ex- 
ample of such is found on page 271/72 or 370/71. 
There are beautiful present day photographs of an 
ancient area that will be discussed in that chapter. It 
is cleverly connected to the past and therefore makes 
the history of the region clear and helps it come alive. 
It connects the people with the land they live on and 
helps the reader comprehend their history. It is a fine 
example of how history should be written and pre- 
sented to the public. 


HREC sponsors panel at International 
Graduate Student Symposium 


(CIUS)--The Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium (HREC) sponsored a panel on the 
Holodomor at the International Graduate Student 
Symposium “Ukraine: Lessons of the Past and 
Outlook to the Future,” held by the University of 
Toronto’s Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian 
Studies (CERES) in Toronto on March 14-15. This 
interdisciplinary symposium brought together aspiring 
young scholars for two days of presentations and 
intensive discussions on the study of contemporary 
Ukraine. 

Daria Mattingly, a graduate student at the University 
of Cambridge, UK, presented a paper titled “The 
Soldiers of the Grain Front: Perpetrators’ Testimony 
of the Holodomor.” Mattingly described her current 
research, which focuses on three Ukrainian villages 
chosen as among the few mentioned by name by 
men involved in the implementation of Soviet 
policies in Ukrainian villages during the Holodomor: 
Toporyshche, Zhytomyr oblast; Pidhorodne, 
Dnipropetrovsk oblast; and Petrivtsi, Poltava oblast. 

Mattingly explained.that the dearth of perpetrators’ 
memoirs poses a challenge for researchers. Among the 


few writings by activists charged with implementing 
the Holodomor are those of Vasilii Grossman, General 
Petro Hryhorenko, Lev Kopeley, Viktor Kravchenko, 
and Dmitrii Goichenko. Mattingly explained that her 
methodology includes making contact with residents 
of these villages through social media. Professor Lynne 
Viola of the Department of History at the University 
of Toronto served as discussant. She suggested that 
an examination of village relations going back to 
the civil war would likely provide information on 
important dynamics there. Professor Viola also found 
intriguing Mattingly’s preliminary finding that there 
are instances of descendants of perpetrators holding 
key positions of power in these villages to the present 
day, according to some of her contacts. 

The International Graduate Student Symposium 
is held every two years with the aim of providing a 
forum for graduate students to present new research 
and innovative thinking that explores political, 
socioeconomic, and cultural dynamics in Ukrainian 
society. The symposium seeks to integrate and draw 
оп a wide range of theories and new scholarly research 
in applying them to Ukraine as a case study. 
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Edmonton-raised 
author unveils new 
family memoir 


(UktNews)--A Promise Kept: 
A Tribute to a Mother’s Love is 
the title to a new book which was 
unveiled by Edmonton-raised 
author Andriy J. Semotiuk at a 
book launch held March 28 at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre in 
Edmonton. 

The evening was hosted by the 
Ukrainian Pioneers Association of 
Alberta and also supported by the 
Ukrainian Resource and Develop- 
ment Center at Grant MacEwan 
University. 

The book is a family memoir fo- 
cused on the life story of Salomea 
Drozdowska, the author’s mother, 
who was born in Western Ukraine 
and grew up under pre-World War 
II Poland. The book describes how, 
after losing her hearing as a young 
child, the author’s mother becomes 
a silent witness to the atrocities 
of Nazi Germany and the Soviet 
Union during World War II. 

Then, after surviving the war 
years, she flees through Western 
Europe just ahead of the invading 
Soviet Red Army to become one 
of the first refugees to Canada in 
1948. Just when her life appears 
to settle, unexpected hardships 
greet her on the farms of Alberta 
ultimately driving her to Edmon- 
ton where -- on her own and with- 
out knowing English -- she gives 
birth to a son. The story continues 
from there to describe how she 
and her Los Angeles-resident 
sister raise the author in North 
America. 

A Promise Kept touches on some 
important themes, including: pi- 


Andriy J. Semotiuk 


oneer Canadian history, Edmon- 
ton community life, genealogy, 
the search for birth parents, single 
mothers, orphans, adoptions, the 
deaf, issues of faith, care giving for 
the elderly, the immigrant experi- 
ence, and matters touching Eastern 
Europe and particularly Ukraine. 

Semotiuk, who grew up in Ed- 
monton and practiced law in the 
city for some 30 years, is now a 
Toronto immigration lawyer. A for- 
mer United Nations correspondent 
stationed in New York, Semotiuk 
wrote on immigration and human 
rights themes for Southam News 
Service as well as other North 
American newspapers. This is 
Semotiuk’s second book. His first 
book entitled The Young Profes- 
sional, was published last year by 
Cengage Publishers of Boston, 
Massachusetts. 


Shevchenko Foundation 
announces scholarships 
and bursaries 


(UCFTS)—The Shevchenko Foundation is pleased to announce 
the following scholarships and bursaries for 2014-2015, available to 
Canadian students of Ukrainian descent. The deadline for scholarship 
applications for the upcoming academic year is May 30, 2014. 


Mykola And Ivanna Suprun Fund 


This scholarship is for a Ukrainian-Canadian post-secondary student 
pursuing research on Ukraine and Ukrainian-Canadian themes: 
specifically the Holodomor, and themes related to Ukrainian Sobornist 
and the 20th century liberation movement. Funding may include travel to 


Ukraine. 


Wasyl, Tela, Darka and Lydia Karabin Family Fund 

This scholarship is awarded to a Ukrainian-Canadian student who 
achieves academic excellence and is pursuing post-secondary studies 
leading to a Bachelor degree. The applicant must be a full-time student, 
attending an accredited Canadian university or college in Canada, and 
has completed at least one year of full-time academic studies in one of 
the following: Music, Ukrainian Language/Literature, Ukrainian History 
or Ukrainian Art. Applicant must have a minimum 3.0 GP. 
Dr. Yarema Gregory Kelebay Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship is awarded to a full-time undergraduate student 
enrolled in Ukrainian Studies in an accredited Canadian university or 


college. 


Stephen and Olga Kuzyk Education Bursary 
This bursary is for a Canadian citizen of Ukrainian descent enrolled in 
a Canadian university as a Doctoral candidate in the field of Education. 


Further information can be 


obtained by contacting the 


Shevchenko Foundation office at 866-524-5314, or visit http://www. 
shevchenkofoundation.com/scholarships-bursaries.html 


Yatsenyuk outlines plans 
for constitutional reforms| inaction in eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)--Ukrainian Prime Minister Ar- 
seniy Yatsenyuk and acting President Olek- 
sandr Turchynov have spoken about consti- 
tutional reform in a joint television address. 

Yatsenyuk said in the April 18 address 
that part of the comprehensive constitutional 
reform his government is planning includes 
the decentralization of power, which would 
strengthen the authority of the country’s re- 
gions and local councils. 

Yatsenyuk also said the amended constitu- 
tion “will accord special status to the Rus- 
sian language and guarantee to protect it.” 

Yatsenyuk called for national unity and 
appealed for people to refrain from violence. 

He also called on the country’s parliament 
to approve a bill granting amnesty to par- 
ticipants in protests in the eastern part of the 
country who were taken into custody. 

Yatsenyuk and Turchynov’s joint address 
comes after top diplomats from Ukraine, 
Russia, the United States, and the European 
Union met in Geneva on April 17, seeking 
ways to de-escalate the tense situation in 
Ukraine. 

A four-party declaration was released at 
the end of the meeting that called, among 
other things, for all illegal armed groups to 
disarm and disband and for those occupying 
government buildings to vacate those prem- 
ises immediately. 

Uksaine’s acting Foreign Minister An- 
driy Deshchytsya said on April 18 that the 
Geneva declaration was a “kind of a test of 
whether all the parties that adopted it are 
dedicated to de-escalating and stabilizing the 
situation in Eastern Ukraine.” 

Russia’s envoy to the European Union 
Vladimir Chizhov said the authorities in 
Kyiv are misinterpreting the meaning of the 
April 17 Geneva declaration. 

Chizhov said the authorities in Kyiv be- 
lieve the part about vacating seized buildings 
“only applies to the eastern and southern 


provinces and those who are demanding fed- 
eralism, but it [doesn’t apply] to Kyiv, where 
everything seems to be legal including the 
ongoing occupation of Maidan [Independ- 
ence Square].” 

Shortly after the Geneva declaration was 
made public on April 17, pro-Russian groups 
occupying government buildings in the east- 
егп Ukrainian city of Donetsk said they 
would not vacate those buildings until the 
supporters of the new government vacated 
Independence Square in Kyiv. 

On April 18, Denis Pushilin, the self-de- 
clared leader of pro-Russian groups in Don- 
etsk said he agreed to evacuate government 
buildings pro-Russian groups have seized. 
But he said the agreement means “everyone 
has to leave the buildings -- including com- 
rades [Prime Minister Arseniy] Yatsenyuk 
and [Ukraine’s acting President Oleksandr] 
Turchynov who also, let’s say, as an illegal 
result of a military coup, came and occupied 
their place.” 

Meanwhile, Russia’s Foreign Ministry re- 
leased a statement saying it was “disappoint- 
ed” with the United States’ assessment of the 
Geneva talks. 

The statement accused Washington of 
trying to “whitewash” what the ministry 
claimed was the use of force by Kyiv’s au- 
thorities against pro-Russian protesters in 
eastern Ukraine. 

The ministry said it was “clear when we 
talk about disarmament, we mean first of 
all confiscating weapons from the militants 
of the Right Sector and other pro-fascist 
groups.” 

The statement also said blame for the cur- 
rent situation in eastern Ukraine has been 
“sroundlessly” laid at Russia’s door. 

The ministry accused the United States 
of sounding “notes of ultimatum” in several 
recent statements which threatened further 
sanctions against Russia. 


Austria investigates Ukrainians 
for money-laundering 


Vienna prosecutors are investigating sev- 
eral people close to the ousted Ukrainian 
government on suspicion of money-laun- 
dering and sanctions violations, Austrian law 
enforcement officials said April 14 accord- 
ing to Reuters. 

The Austrian justice ministry said “num- 
erous” persons were being investigated over 
money-laundering and other crimes, includ- 
ing former Prime Minister Mykola Azarov 
and his son Oleksii. 

“The justice ministry has asked Ukraine’s 
public prosecutor to submit a letter of request 
in which it would make its suspicions more 
concrete,” it said in a written answer to a par- 
liamentary question from the NEOS party. 

A spokesman for the Vienna prosecutors 
office declined to say who the other people 
under suspicion were. 


> 


“There are currently investigations but I 
can’t say against whom,” he said. 

Switzerland’s public prosecutor has also 
opened two formal money-laundering inves- 
tigations into unnamed associates of toppled 
President Viktor Yanukovych, who is sus- 
pected of human rights abuses and misuse of 
state funds. 

Dozens of Ukrainians have had their assets 
frozen in the European Union and Switzer- 
land at the request of Ukraine’s new govern- 
ment. 

Uksainian industrialist Dmytro Firtash 
was.arrested in Vienna last month at the re- 
quest of U.S. authorities investigating cor- 
ruption charges. He was released on bail of 
125 million Euros ($173 million) pending a 
ruling on whether he can be extradited to the 
United States. 


Ukraine asks ICC to 
investigate Kyiv deaths 


(RFE/RL)--Ukraine’s government has 
asked the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
to investigate the killings of more than 100 
people during pro-European demonstrations 
on Kyiv’s Independence Square earlier this 
year. 

The Hague-based court said.on April 
18 it had received a declaration. from 
Ukraine stating that Kyiv accepts the ICC’s 

. jurisdiction over alleged crimes committed 
between November 21, 2013, and February 
22, 2014. 

Ukraine signed the international treaty 


setting up the ICC in 2000 but has not yet 
Tatified it. 

Accepting the ICC’s jurisdiction does not 
automatically mean ап investigation will 
be launched. Prosecutors. will now have to 
decide whether. there is enough evidence to 
do so. 

The ICC investigates the most serious 
international crimes, including genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 

About 100 people were killed, most of 
them by sniper fire, on Kyiv’s Independence 
Square between February 20-22. 
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Fear, anger in Kyiv over 


By Tom Balmforth 

(RFE/RL)--Tires burning. Hundreds call- 
ing for the president’s resignation. Fears of 
activists storming the parliament. 

Sound familiar? That was a scene from 
Kyiv just recently. 

Frustrated over what they see as the 
Ukrainian authorities’ slow and weak re- 
sponse to pro-Russia militants’ seizure of 
government buildings in the country’s east, 
hundreds of indignant protesters gathered on 
Kyiv’s Independence Square on April 14. 

They were angry. But they were also 
frightened. “People don’t see the authorities 
taking a position on the events in the east 
of Ukraine,” said Valentin Yermolenko, a 
54-year-old man from Kyiv. 

“What happened in Crimea is happening 
again in the east. We witnessed our country 
lose part of its territory. I am upset and I feel 
it is unjust. We could end up with nothing.” 

It wasn’t the famous Maidan of old, the 
one that drove Viktor Yanukovych out of the 
presidency -- and ultimately out of the country. 
But it captured the mood of many in the capital. 

Appearing stone-faced on national tele- 
vision on April 13, acting President Olek- 
sandr Тигспупоу issued an ultimatum to pro- 
Russian gunmen: give yourselves up or face 
a huge “anti-terror” operation. 

But come morning, the ultimatum’s dead- 
line passed without event. Turchynov then 
replaced the man heading the counterterror- 
ist operation. Hours later he floated the pos- 
sibility of holding a referendum. 

And Turchynov wasn’t the only one flip- 
flopping. Presidential candidate Yulia Tym- 


oshenko changed her position throughout the 
day. In the morning she called for a peaceful 
resolution to the crisis; by afternoon, she was 
calling for national resistance. 

“The authorities are unaccountable and in- 
decisive,” said Igor, a 40-year-old construc- 
tion worker who gave only his first name. 

Demonstrators chanted ‘“We’ve had 
enough!” and “Out with Avakoy,” referring 
to unpopular Interior Minister Arsen Avakoy. 

One speaker representing a division of 
Maidan security brigades demanded the 
authorities provide them with weapons -- a 
proposal Turchynov would dismiss the next 
day as a shortcut to civil war. 

“We have to defend our motherland. But 
with our bare hands and sticks what are we 
going to do against extremists? The author- 
ities are scared of giving arms to the people,” 
63-year-old Stepan Kovgus said. 

After many of the protesters had dis- 
persed, a group of activists -- among them 
members of the nationalist group Right Sec- 
tor -- marched to the Ukrainian parliament, 
where they would set fire to tires and de- 
mand that the country’s top security brass be 
held accountable for their actions. 

In an appeal to the protesters, Viktoria Sy- 
umar, deputy secretary of the National Se- 
curity Council, said such actions played into 
Moscow’s hands. 

Writing on Facebook, she appealed to the 
protesters and assured them that the Secur- 
ity Council had authorized the use of the 
army in the east and officials were working 
through the details of the operation to mini- 
mize the loss of human life. 


Humiliating 


capitulation 


dampens troops’ morale 


By Levko Stek 

(RFE/RL)--On April 15, a Ukrainian 
army unit lost six armored personnel car- 
riers to pro-Russian militants in the city of 
Kramatorsk. Acting President Oleksandr 
Turchynoy says the troops will be brought 
before a court for what he describes as an act 
of “cowardice.” 

The separatists blocked the road with 
cars and demanded that the soldiers switch 
to their side. Along with the civilian pro- 
testers were so-called “little green men,” 
unmarked soldiers believed to be Russian 
servicemen who are showing up in all the 
hotspots and commanding operations. These 
wore masks and had weapons. To avoid an 
escalation, the soldiers decided to meet the 
protesters’ demands and abandoned their ar- 
mored vehicles. They didn’t hand over their 
weapons. The armored vehicles were then 
taken to Slovyansk. 

I witnessed a similar incident the same day 
in the village of Pchelkino, in the southern 
outskirts of Kramatorsk. Local pro-Russian 
militants encircled 14 armored personnel 
carriers from about 3 p.m. until the even- 
ing. They said they were afraid the soldiers 
would hurt them. “Little green men” were 
present here, too, and were negotiating with 
Ukrainian troops, who refused to lay downs 
their arms. The standoff ended after the sol- 
diers agreed to hand over their rifle breeches, 
a part without which rifles cannot, be used. 

Ukrainian: troops seem, demoralized and 
unwilling to use force against peaceful civil- 
ians blocking their path, although they have 
authorization to do so. Some servicemen are 
in a more combative mood and a ready to 
carry out orders. But the rest simply give in 
to the increasingly radicalized insurgents. 

These soldiers were from Dnipropetrovsk, 


which is close to Donetsk. Maybe it would 
have been better sending troops from an- 
other region. It might have been easier for 
them. 

The Ukrainian army has been able to re- 
capture several buildings seized by separa- 
tists. But Kyiv’s new leadership faces an up- 
hill battle to regain control of the east. 

The police headquarters in Kramatorsk 
were recaptured late on April 14. The City 
Hall building, however, remains in the hands 
of pro-Russian forces and is heavily bar- 
ricaded. Ukrainian troops successfully re- 
pelled an overnight attack on an army base 
in Mariupol, killing three pro-Russian mil- 
itants and injuring more than 10 others. This 
shows the Ukrainian army still wields some | 
influence. 

In Kramatorsk and Slovyansk, the situa- 
tion is more complex. Separatist have erect- 
ed barricades and organized check points. 
Civilians have been handed weapons and 
although they don’t always know how to 
use them, they walk around with an obvious 
feeling of power. On April 16, they stopped 
and searched a bus in which I was traveling. 
They do virtually what they want. 

Over 70 percent of Kramatorsk residents 
are ethnic Ukrainians, setting it apart from 
other cities where ethnic Russians are a ma- 
jority. 

Many people in Kramatorsk hold pro- 
Ukrainian views and condemn the separatist 
push. Even those who don’t actively support 
authorities in Kyiv disapprove of the chaos 
that has gripped the city. How can they be 
happy when they see people who yesterday 
were their neighbors now patrol the streets 
touting rifles? 

RFE/RL correspondent Claire Bigg contrib- 
uted to this report from Prague. 
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Simon Ostrovsky: From frontline | Photos link ‘little green 
journalist to human shield 


By Carl Schreck and Luke Johnson 

_(RFE/RL)—Throughout the Ukraine crisis, Simon 
Ostrovsky has been among the most visible Western 
reporters covering the story. Now he has become part 
of the story. 

A leader of pro-Russian forces in eastern Ukraine 
said on April 23 that the U.S. journalist is being held 
captive as a “bargaining chip” and accused him of 
working for Ukrainian nationalist groups, escalating 
international concern about his safety. 

Vyacheslav Ропотагуоу, the self-styled “mayor” of 
the city of Slovyansk, told Gazeta.ru in an interview 
published on April 23 that Ostrovsky, a reporter for 
Vice News, was being held because pro-Russian 
militias are being targeted by Ukrainian forces loyal 
to the government in Kyiv. 

“We need prisoners. We need a bargaining chip,” 
Ponomaryov was quoted as saying. “Many of our 
comrades are locked up. They’re being taken to Kyiv 
and tortured. Well, we’re doing the same thing. Taking 
them prisoner, I mean.” 

A veteran journalist who has reported widely 
throughout Russia and the former Soviet Union, 
Ostrovsky has produced dozens of visceral and often 
harrowing video reports for Brooklyn-based Vice 
from the frontlines of the turmoil in Ukraine over the 
past two months. 

U.S. and European officials have expressed alarm 
about Ostrovsky’s whereabouts and safety after he 
was reportedly detained with four other journalists 
at a checkpoint controlled by pro-Russian militias in 
Slovyansk on April 21. 

The other journalists were released the following 
morning, but Ostrovsky was not, according to “Time” 
correspondent Simon Shuster, who was among the 
group detained at the checkpoint. 

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
expressed “deep concern about the kidnapping of 
a U.S. citizen journalist in Slovyansk, Ukraine, 
reportedly at the hands of pro-Russian separatists.” 

“We likewise condemn the taking of any hostages, 
including journalists, in eastern Ukraine,” she told an 
April 23 press briefing in Washington. “We call for 
their immediate release and call on Russia to use its 
influence to ensure they are freed immediately.” 


Psaki, who did not identify Ostrovsky by name, 
added that U.S. officials have raised these concerns 
with their Ukrainian counterparts. 

The representative on media freedom from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), Dunja Mijatovic, said in an April 22 
statement that she was “deeply concerned about the 
ongoing negative pattern in relation to journalists’ 
safety in Ukraine.” 

“T call on all those responsible to stop harassing 
and attacking journalists and let them do their job,” 
Mijatovic said. “Simon Ostrovsky should be released 
immediately.” 

In a statement issued on April 22, Vice said that it 
is “aware” of Ostrovsky’s situation and is “working 
to ensure the safety and security of our friend and 
colleague.” 

Ostrovsky is one of 16 people kidnapped in 
Slovyansk and the town of Horlivka in the past two 
weeks, the “Kyiv Post” reported on April 23. Some 
have been released, while others have turned up dead, 
the newspaper said. 

Ostrovsky’s disappearance has. sparked conspiracy 
theories about his allegiances, focused on the fact 
that he is both an American and Israeli citizen. At the 
same time, however, he has been accused of being in 
cahoots with the Ukrainian group Right Sector. 

Ропотагуоу, the separatist leader in Slovyansk, 
told the Interfax news agency that his forces believe 
Ostrovsky is working as an informant for Right Sector 
— an allegation his friends and fellow journalists 
dismiss as ludicrous — while also noting that he has a 
U.S. and Israeli passport. 

The Kremlin-friendly Russian television network 
МТУ ran a report on its website with an inflammatory 
headline: “Journalist With Dual Citizenship Turned 
Out To Be A Right Sector Informant.” 

ABC News correspondent Alexander Marquardt 
wrote on his Twitter feed on April 23 that Ponomaryov 
told him Ostrovsky was spreading false information 
and that the captive journalist “needs to learn a 
lesson.” 

The separatist leader added that Ostrovsky is being 
treated and fed well, as well as “working on material for 
his next book,” Marquardt reported on his Twitter feed. 


The abducted and 
the missing in eastern Ukraine 


By Farangis Najibullah 

(RFE/RL)—In eastern Ukraine, journalists, local 
politicians, and ordinary citizens have been going 
missing at an alarming rate. “The Kyiv Post” and the 
Committee to Protect Journalists have compiled lists 
of documented cases of kidnappings in the region. 

Simon Ostrovsky - A U.S. journalist who works 
for the Brooklyn-based VICE News, Ostrovsky was 
abducted on April 22. He is being held by pro-Russian 
separatists in Slovyansk. 

Artem Deynega - A Slovyansk resident, Deynega 
was kidnapped by unknown people on April 13 while 
filming the streets from his balcony. His apartment 
is located near the Slovyansk state security building. 
Deynega’s whereabouts are unknown. 

Paul Gogo, Kossimo Attanasio, and Dmitry 
Galko - Italian journalists Gogo and Attanasio, and 
Galko, a Belarusian journalist, were detained by pro- 
Russian groups in Slovyansk on April 21. The repor- 
ters were later released but their reporting equipment, 
money and personal documents were confiscated. 

Serhiy Lefter - A Ukrainian journalist, Lefter was 
reportedly kidnapped by unknown people in the town 
of Slovyansk. Lefter’s employer, the Open Dialog 
Foundation says the last contact with the journalist 
was on April 15. 

Yevhen Hapych - A Ukrainian photographer, Hapych 
went missing in the eastern town of Artemivsk, where 
he was on a reporting trip for the newspaper, “Reporter.” 
Hapych last contacted his family on April 22. 

Vitaliy Kolupa - The police chief of the town Kra- 
matorsk, Kolupa was abducted by masked militants 
on April 21. Pro-Russian militants have reportedly de- 
manded weapons in exchange for the police colonel’s 
release. 

Irma Krat - The editor in chief of Ukrainian tele- 
vision station, the “Hidden Truth TV,” Krat was ab- 


ducted on April 20, and is being held in Slovyansk. 
Her captors — pro-Russian separatists — paraded Krat 
before the press, where the journalist confirmed she 
was being held. 

Oleg Prokhorov - The Slovyansk police chief has 
been missing since April 19. Local media reported 
that Prokhorov was abducted by pro-Russian separa- 
tists, but the claim has not been officially confirmed. 

Volodymyr Rybak - A member of a local council in 
the city of Horlivka, Rybak was found dead on April 
22 after allegedly being kidnapped by pro-Russian 
separatists five days earlier. His body with signs of ap- 
parent torture was found near the Torets River. Body 
of an unidentified man was found alongside him. 

Vadym Sukhonos - A member of Slovyansk city 
council, Sukhonos was reportedly abducted by pro- 
Russian militants on April 23. Sukhonos is known as 
an independent lawmaker after quitting the Party of 
Regions — the dominant party in eastern Ukraine — in 
February. 

Mr. Yakymov - The head of the Slovyansk Med- 
ical Forensic Service, Yakymov (whose first name has 
been withheld) was captured by masked men in his 
office on April 22. Police said he was interrogated by 
pro-Russian militants before being released. Police 
said Yakymov was “very scared” and refused to com- 
ment on the details of his captivity. 

Nelya Shtepa - The Slovyansk Mayor disappeared 
on April 18 after she attempted to meet a pro-Russian 
separatist leader. She is reportedly being held inside 
a building occupied by the separatists. Shtepa initial- 
ly appeared to back pro-Russian separatist but later 
voiced her support for the new government in Kyiv. 

Yuriy Zahrebelny - A Slovyansk prosecutor, 
Zahrebelny was kidnapped and later released by 
masked gunmen on April 22. Police said Zahrebelny 
refused to disclose the details. 


men’ to Russia 


(RFE/RL)—The U.S. State Department released photographs on April 
21 that purportedly link the so-called “little green men” who have seized 
government buildings in eastern Ukraine to Russian special forces. 

The photographs were impossible to independently verify; however, 
they indicate a closer Russian involvement in the unrest in eastern 
Ukraine than the Kremlin has admitted. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has called claims of Russian involve- 
ment among the separatists in Ukraine “nonsense.” 

Ukraine sent a letter on April 16 to the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe with photographs they say document a larger Rus- 
sian role in eastern Ukraine. 

The photographs provided by the Ukrainian government show Russian 
special forces in Georgia and Crimea and in “family photos” juxtaposed 
with pictures of armed men taking over government buildings in the east- 
erm Ukrainian cities of Kramatorsk and Slovyansk. 

The government claims they are the same people. 


Court orders resumption of 
probe into Chornovil’s death 


(RFE/RL)—The Kyiv Regional Court of Appeals has ordered 
prosecutors to resume an investigation into the death of a Ukrainian 
politician 15 years ago. 

The April 24 ruling annuls a January decision by a district court to close 
the case. 

Vyacheslav Chornovil, who was campaigning for president against the 
then-incumbent, Leonid Kuchma, died in a 1999 car crash. 

The Interior Ministry initially determined that the wreck was 
“accidental.” But Chornovil’s relatives challenged the official version, 
and a new investigation was opened in 2011. 

Chornovil’s family says it wants the case to be re-designated as a murder 
investigation. Chornovil’s son, Taras, says the family believes documents 
and other evidence exists showing that the death was not accidental. 


White House calls anti-Semitic 
flyer ‘utterly sickening’ 


(RFE/RL)--The White House says reports of an anti-Semitic flyer dis- 
tributed in eastern Ukraine are “utterly sickening” and that U.S. President 
Barack Obama was disgusted by the leaflet, whose origins remain murky. 

“The president expressed his disgust quite bluntly,” U.S. national-se- 
curity adviser Susan Rice told reporters at the White House on April 18. 
“T think we all found word of those pamphlets to be utterly sickening, and 
they have no place in the 21st century.” 

They flyers, which were distributed by masked men outside a syna- 
gogue in Donetsk on April 15, demanded that Jews register under threat 
of deportation due to their support of the government in Kyiv. 

They were supposedly signed by a pro-Moscow separatist leader in 
Donetsk who has denied involvement in the incident. 
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Stars align for Canadian 
Maidan benefit concert | Concert a huge success! 


By Olena Wawryshyn 

The Canada & Ukraine Together/ 
Razom benefit concert held on March 28 
at the Mississauga Living Arts Centre near 
Toronto was one of those rare events where 
everything fell into place so phenomenally 
that God’s hand seemed to be at work. 

Incredibly, the gala concert was organized 
in just over three week. Ticket sales were so 
brisk that the event set a single-day ticket- 
sales record at the Centre’s Hammersmith 
Hall, which seats more than 1,300. 

The concert was organized to support 
the families of those who perished and 
those who were seriously injured on the 
Maidan, the independence square in Kyiv, 
and elsewhere in Ukraine earlier this year. 
These fallen heroes were among the peaceful 
protestors seeking a corruption-free political 
system and an accountable government. 
Many of these heroes were shot in February 
by snipers under the orders of the Russian- 
backed regime of then-president Victor 
Yanukovych. The concert was perfectly 
timed as it took place on the weekend that 
the 40"day “panakhyda,” the traditional 
religious service for the repose of departed 
souls, was taking place in Ukraine. 

An impressive line-up of performers was 
assembled. The musicians from Ukraine 
— all who had performed on the Maidan 
— included Maria Burmaka, Taras Chubai, 
Serhiy "Кота? Fomenko and Mariana 
Sadovska. Kyiv-trained, but Canadian-based 
violinist Vasyl Popadiuk made an appearance 
as did Canadian jazz duo pianist Joe Sealy 
and singer/actress Jackie Richardson and 
comedic actress Luba Goy. Canadian 
groups included the Canadian Bandurist 
Capella, under the artistic direction of Andrij 
Dmitrovich, the Hamilton Children Choir, 
led by Zamfira Poloz, and the Lemon Bucket 
Orkestra, headed by Canadian-born Mark 
Marczyk, who recently spent a month on the 
Maidan in Kyiv. 

Enlisting Andrey Tarasiuk as the director/ 
producer for the concert was a stroke of 
genius. Tarasiuk, currently with Toronto’s 
Pleides Theatre, has been associated with 
almost every major theatre in Canada, 
including the renowned Stratford Theatre 
Festival. He brought his wealth of 
experience to produce a unified show with 
five segments that thematically reflected the 
key principles exemplified by the Maidan: 
struggle, sacrifice, freedom, hope and 
responsibility. Each segment was introduced 
by a different narrator who spoke on how the 


theme related to recent events in Ukraine, 
starting with investigative journalist Victor 
Malarek, followed by stage and television 
actress Mimi Kuzyk (a former dancer with 
Winnipeg’s Rusalka Ukrainian dance group), 
Tony-Award winning actor Brent Carver and 
Academy Award nominated actor Graham 
Greene. 

The musical numbers and the stage 
lighting corresponded to the theme, as did the 
images, including scenes from the Maidan 
filmed by Bablyon 13 and others, which 
were projected on the screen that served as 
a giant backdrop. The sacrifice segment 
opened with the haunting sound of Mariana 
Sadovska’s singing, accompanied by the 
Indian Harmonium, of the song, “Hey Plyve 
Kacha,” about dying in a foreign land. The 
Canadian Bandurist Capella sang ballads 
expressing Ukraine’s historic struggles and 
sacrifices. The raucous performance of the 
Lemon Bucket Orkestra reflected freedom, 
while the Hamilton Children’s Choir sang of 
hope. 

Ron Chyczij, the chair of the concert 
organizing committee and the driving 
force behind the event, introduced the final 
segment and the guest of honour, Dr. Olha 
Bohomolets, the chief medical officer of the 
Maidan. She appeared via video, yet her 
address was possibly even more moving 
than a personal appearance might have 
been. The large screen enabled everyone to 
see the anguish in her face as she recalled 
the shootings of innocent Ukrainians and 
the death of a 19-year student, Roman, and 
his parent’s resolve to keep fighting the 
battle. She asked Canadians to press for an 
independent investigation into the shootings. 
And, she concluded by expressing her 
vision for an “international solidarity” of 
Ukrainians who, not only fight for a better 
life in Ukraine, but live to enjoy it. 

The two-and-a-half hour show received 
a standing ovation and ended with all the 
performers on stage singing Ukraine’s 
national anthem. 

At the exits, all in attendance were handed 
a beeswax candle, a sobering reminder of 
those who were being honoured. It was a 
reminder, too, that though the evening had 
come together fabulously as if by divine 
intervention, with more than 100 Maidan 
protesters still missing in action, with 
Russian troops still amassing on Ukraine’s 
border and an upcoming election in Ukraine, 
there will still be a lot of work — and praying 
— ahead. 
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Pavlychnko Folklorique Ensemble perform in “Nash Ottaman Hamaliia” 


Saskatoon’s 


Shevchenko 200 


By Al Kachkowski 

One hundred and fifty entertainers from 
seven of Saskatoon’s Ukrainian performing 
groups*, combined forces to deliver a stun- 
ning concert in tribute to Ukraine’s bard 
Taras Shevchenko on the occasion of the 
200th anniversary of his birth. Over 300 
people, some from as far away as Vancouver 
and Winnipeg, bought tickets to witness this 
commemorative event which took place the 
evening of Saturday, March 8 at the Lake- 
view Church in south-east Saskatoon. For- 
tunately for all, a bitter winter had released 
its grip just days prior to the concert. 

The concert opened with the 80-voice com- 
bined choir rendering the Kantata, “Raduisia 
Nyvo Nypolytaia”, words by Shevchenko 
and music by M. Lysenko, which was ably 
accompanied by pianist Paul Hnenny. A huge 
screen between the two halves of the choir, 
carried projected images of Shevchenko’s 
artwork, his self-portraits and Saskatoon’s 
Shevchenko 200 logo, designed by Mykola 
Karnaukh. 

The Masters of Ceremonies for the con- 
cert were Sonia Kodak and local CTV tele- 
vision personality Michael Ciona. Sonia is 
an administrative assistant at Bishop Fil- 
evich School. They read a bilingual (English 
and Ukrainian) script that described Shev- 
chenko’s life story, interwoven with the con- 
cert items. 

A few of the concert items are described in 
the following narrative. 

Selo was beautifully sung by the Lastiwka 
Female Chorus, followed by the recitation 
“Meni trynadtsiatyi mynalo” by Bishop Fi- 
levich student Richard Kricsfalusy. 

The Lastiwka Choir and the Pavlychenko 
Folklorique Ensemble dance troupe com- 
bined for two numbers, Kozak vidiizhdzhaie 
and Ivan Pidkova — Nash otaman Hamalia. 
Both are stirring numbers of Kozaks going 
to war, backed by strong choral renditions 
with orchestra. 

An innovative item with a modem twist 
was an 10-minute video entitled Taras Shev- 
chenko: A Legendary Hero Through Mod- 
erm Eyes, which was presented by students 
of the Ukrainian 217 class at the Univer- 
sity of Saskatchewan featuring interviews 
with children, students and members of the 
community expressing their views on Taras 
Shevchenko and his impact on the Ukrainian 
nation and the community today. This was a 
poignant item as children and adults spoke, 
from the heart, with reverence about Taras 
Shevchenko. 

Guest artist Andrij Hornjatkevyé of Ed- 
monton presented his item Kozachchyna, 
played the bandura and sang excerpts from 
Chayka, Zruinuvania Sichi and Pereiizd na 
Kuban’. 


The adult choirs combined for the obliga- 
tory Dumy Moii and hummed one verse as 
a background while Hornjatkevyé recited 
Zapovit. 

The finale featured a mass chorus of all 
of the choirs, adults and children together, 
singing Bozhe Ukrainu Zberezhy (Ho- 
spody Pomylui Nas), Music and words by 
T. Petrynenko. Prior to the music beginning 
the members of the two children’s choirs 
filed up on stage placing flowers in front 
of a portrait of Taras Shevchenko and then 
took their places across the front of the choir. 
With an image of Shevchenko’s monument 
in Kaniv, Ukraine displayed on the video 
screen, soloists Andreya Karnaukh and 
Larry Klopoushak alternated in singing the 
verses, while the choirs sang the chorus after 
each verse. Musical accompaniment was by 
Paul Hnenny on piano and Stepan Kodak on 
drums. 

A warm prolonged standing ovation from 
the audience greeted the performers at the 
conclusion of the finale. The attendees were 
then hosted to a coffee reception in the large 
lobby of the facility after the concert. 

Participants and committee members were 
showered with compliments after the show. 
Some comments received were: “It was 
worth $75, not just the $20 we paid”, “I was 
not only entertained, but also educated”, “It 
was so professionally done”, ‘It was compar- 
able to high calibre productions in Ukraine”. 
The 2-hour production with no intermission 
“held our attention, it did not seem long at 
all!” One man was overheard disagreeing 
with his wife, he said “No, it wasn’t excel- 
lent, it was magnificent!” 

Cec Kachkowski, organizing committee 
chairperson, stated, “All in all, this concert 
project was a gratifying endeavour, uniting 
the efforts of the whole Ukrainian commun- 
ity of Saskatoon in a manner seldom experi- 
enced before. Those who experienced it are 
still talking about it. Those who didn’t attend 
have all heard the positive comments”. 

The concert was sponsored by the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (UCC) — Saskatoon 
Branch with financial support from the UCC 
— Saskatchewan Provincial Council, Sask 
Lotteries and a number of individuals and 
Ukrainian community organizations. 

*Participating groups: Bishop Filevich 
Ukzainian Bilingual School Children’s Choir 
directed by Cathy Schabel, Dibrova Choir 
directed by Stan Hawryliw, Holosy Choir, 
Lastiwka Ukrainian Orthodox Choir & Or- 
chestra directed by Larry Klopoushak, Spov- 
ohrai Ukrainian Children’s Choir directed by 
Andreya Karnaukh, Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral Choir, the Pavlychenko 
Folklorique Ensemble directed by Serhij Ko- 
roliuk. 


